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This extra edition of TIN News Review is being bought out to give TIN subscribers faster 
access to news. This issue contains: 

- all TIN News Updates released in the last six weeks, with amendments and additional 
information where necessary. Priority subscribers have already received these by fax or email. 

- new reports just in, marked with an asterisk (*) 

- summaries of all major Chinese press reports on Tibet and other areas from the previous six 
weeks 

The next issue of the TIN News Review will include more reports, analysis, translations of 
primary documents and special TIN Background Briefing Papers. 


Also enclosed are two loose pages which should be inserted into your copy of the documents 
attached to the last TIN Background Briefing Paper - Documents on Birth Control, March 1994. 
Unfortunately pages 30 and 31 were printed incorrectly in the copy you received. 


Economics, Population 

*Tibet Policies Designed to Attract 
Chinese Traders 

TIN News Update, 5 July, 1994 

The Tibet government implemented policies specifically 
designed to encourage Chinese traders to move to 
Tibet, according to a report by Xinhua, the official 
Chinese news agency. 

Another policy which encouraged Chinese to move to 
Tibet was identified by a western research project, 
which has reported that many Chinese traders were 
attracted to Tibet by a new policy which makes it easy 
to get business licences there. 

For years Tibetan exiles have accused Beijing of 
encouraging Chinese to migrate to Tibet, but have rarely 
shown evidence of deliberate planning by the 
authorities. 

The Lhasa authorities planned to attract Chinese 
vegetable traders in the mid-1980s, according to the 
Xinhua report, issued on 31 May. The agency says the 
policy began in the mid-1980s, well before the most 
recent reported upsurge of Chinese migration to Tibet in 
1992-3. 

"To encourage more pedlars to come to Lhasa, the city 
government began to lift the control of vegetable prices 
and grant preferential treatment to anyone who 
transported and sold vegetables in Lhasa in 1984," said 
Xinhua. 

The majority of vegetable traders in Lhasa are Chinese, 
said the agency. "Lhasa has seven major vegetable 
markets, where the sellers are mainly from Sichuan", it 
stated. "About 300 pedlars specialize in transporting 
vegetables" from inland Chinese provinces to Lhasa, it 
said, according to the translation provided by the BBC 
Monitoring Service. 

The 1994 annual work report of the Tibet regional 
government states clearly that more policies to attract 
outside "personnel" will be introduced this year, 


although it does not say whether this includes traders. 
"We will implement preferential policies and adopt 
active measures systematically or freely to bring in all 
kinds of useful qualified personnel, badly needed by our 
region; to allow such personnel to work in one place or 
move freely from one place to another," says the 
report, issued on 22nd May 1994. 

Business Licence Procedures Relaxed 

Another policy which appears to have been designed to 
attract Chinese entrepreneurs to Tibet was a new 
relaxed system for handing out trading licences in Tibet. 
The new regulations, publicised only this January but 
implemented last year, were radically simplified as part 
of the drive throughout China to give "top priority" to 
the private sector. The streamlining appears to have 
acted as an incentive to traders from China to move to 
Tibet. 

Tibetan exiles have claimed that the Chinese 
Government has been transferring Chinese to Tibet, but 
an initial study by a western research project suggests 
that the movement of Chinese is not forced, but is 
closely related to incentive policies. The research 
project, which says it spoke with 75 Chinese migrants 
in Lhasa over the last year, reports that they all said 
they had come voluntarily to Lhasa. 

"They said they had come for business opportunities 
made possible by the removal of bureaucratic barriers", 
said a member of the team, a research project known 
as the Alliance for Research in Tibet. Traders told the 
team that they had been encouraged by policies like the 
new registration rules and the decision of the Tibetan 
regional authorities in December 1992 to remove 
checkpoints on roads between the Tibet Autonomous 
Region and neighbouring Chinese provinces. 

The new regulations for getting trading licences, 
approved in November 1993, meant that "anyone can 
apply for an operating licence as long as he has an ID 
card and a letter of recommendation from relevant 
authorities", according to a Lhasa Radio report on 3rd 
February this year. 
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"Individually run enterprises have flourished in Tibet 
since the procedure for applying for a business permit 
was simplified, making it unnecessary to ask favours of 
friends," said Tibet Daily, the official party paper, on 
4th February 1994, referring to the fact that normally 
any bureaucratic transaction in China requires guanxi or 
personal connections with officials. 

As a result of the new registration policies "those from 
other parts of the country were allowed to engage in 
wholesale or retail trading of whatever commodities the 
state had decontrolled", said the radio broadcast, 
apparently confirming that one of the objectives of the 
relaxation policy was to attract traders from outside 
Tibet. 

5,300 Enterprises Started in 1993 

Official Chinese newspapers and radio broadcasts, 
monitored by the BBC, have given details which confirm 
Tibetan reports of a big increase in the number of 
privately owned businesses in the Tibet region. 
According to the official paper Tibet Daily on 31st 
January the number of individually owned enterprises 
shot up from 489 in 1980, when communes were 
disbanded, to 41,830 last year. The paper did not make 
it clear how many of these enterprise are shops or how 
many are owned by Tibetans. 

Total retail sales from the private sector in the Tibet 
region in 1993 were put at 1.9 billion yuan, a rise of 
13.1% over the previous year, by Lhasa Radio on 13 
February, an increase of nearly half as much again as 
the 8.1% overall increase in Tibet's GNP last year. The 
Tibet authorities received 26 million yuan in revenue 
from individually run enterprises in 1993. 

In June and July alone last year "over 500 individual 
industrial and commercial entrepreneurs" established 
new businesses in Lhasa, according to the People's 
Daily on 16th May, which added that the boom also 
took place in other Tibetan towns. "Several bustling 
commercial streets were also found in such central 
cities and towns as Xigaze [Shigatse] and Zetang 
[Tsethang]", said the paper, the main organ of the 
Communist Party in China. 

Last year 5,300 "individually run enterprises" were set 
up in Lhasa alone, an increase of 56% on 1992, and 23 
new "markets" or shopping arcades were built in the 
Tibet region, bringing the total in the region to 99. The 
largest of these, the Tromzikang in the Tibetan quarter 
of Lhasa, houses 1,400 individual businesses. In 1993 
it handled a volume of trade worth 340 million yuan, 
according to Tibet Daily on 4th February. 

A Westerner who visited the Tromzikang in summer 
1993 counted about 850 sales staff in the market of 
whom most were Chinese. About 80 Tibetans were 
selling butter and meat, but other commodities - notably 
cigarettes, shoes, clothes and foodstuffs - were sold 
mainly by Chinese or Hui (Chinese Muslim) staff, said 
the tourist. 

Spring Tide 

The increase in the number of Chinese migrants to Tibet 
and the preferential trade policies which attracted them 


are associated with economic reform policies introduced 
in China as part of the 1992 "spring tide" campaign, 
which was triggered by a visit by China's patriarch 
Deng Xiaoping to southern Chinese economic zones. 

The "spring tide" campaign, which called for an 
increase in private enterprise, was used by Chinese 
officials in Tibet to justify policies which would attract 
petty entrepreneurs from China. "We should open our 
job market [in Tibet] to all fellow countrymen", said 
Tibet's Party Secretary, Chen Kuiyuan, in July 1992, 
referring particularly to "those who know how to 
develop village and town enterprises and a commodity 
economy". 

The Chinese government had always maintained that 
Chinese migrants were needed in Tibet to provide 
technical skills in specialist areas in which Tibetans 
were deficient. But it is only recently that commerce 
and pavement-retail have been described by officials as 
technical skills. 

The US Government, in its annual report on human 
rights conditions, reported a major increase in migrants 
in this period, but did not give any source for its figures. 
"Tens of thousands of non-Tibetan entrepreneurs 
without residence permits have come to Lhasa, capital 
of Tibet, to engage in business," said the report, issued 
in February this year. 

The Chinese authorities deny reports of migration into 
Tibet, and say that at most only 80,000 people, or 3.7 
percent of the 2.2 million population in the Tibet region, 
are Chinese. It has not released figures for the numbers 
of Chinese in the Lhasa urban area, but in 1989 a 
Chinese diplomat speaking on British TV put the 
percentage of non-Tibetans in Lhasa at 40%. The figure 
has probably increased substantially since that date. 

Demolition Continues 

The Alliance for Research in Tibet said it completed its 
survey in April this year by carrying out casual 
conversations with people at their places of work within 
the Tibetan quarter of Lhasa. The survey did not cover 
other areas of Lhasa or areas outside the city, and only 
included Chinese who work in the streets rather than in 
offices. 

Three quarters of the Chinese spoken to by the research 
group had come from nearby provinces of Sichuan and 
Gansu, but 10 had travelled over 2,500 km to reach 
Tibet from China's prosperous east coast provinces of 
Zhejiang, Jiangsu and Shandong. 

In a surprise finding, the research team reported that 
nearly half of the migrants it encountered said that they 
lived in the Barkor or Shol districts, the only remaining 
traditional Tibetan areas of the city. Previously it was 
assumed that most Chinese residents of Lhasa lived in 
newer suburbs of the city. 

The Tibetan quarter now represents between two and 
five per cent of the total area of Lhasa, following a 
development programme by the Chinese in which 
Tibetan buildings, made with earth, wood and stone, 
have been demolished and largely replaced by concrete 
apartment blocks and shops. 
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The authorities in Lhasa have recommenced demolitions 
in the Tibetan quarters of Lhasa this spring, with at 
least 18 traditional Tibetan compounds known to have 
been demolished in March alone this year, and three 
others cleared so that demolition could begin. 

Officials say that the demolitions are essential because 
of the need to provide more accommodation, a claim 
which seems unlikely if Chinese visitors are able to find 
rooms there. At least three of the larger demolition sites 
in the last have been replaced by shopping arcades or 
markets, not residential accommodation, and more 
markets are being planned. 

In its preliminary report, released this week, the 
research team says that most of the Chinese it talked 
to were traders or food sellers who had come from 
Sichuan in 1992 or 1993. Of 75 Chinese people in the 
Tibetan quarter of Lhasa they encountered, 34 were 
working as traders, while a further 19 were working 
selling vegetables or other foods. 19 others were 
artisans or labourers, and three were beggars. 

Chinese Media on Economy 

A summary of Chinese media coverage of economic news in 
Tibet, monitored by the BBC's Summary of World Broadcasts 
(SWB), with parallels from other nationality areas. Dates in 
headings are those when the event took place or was first 
reported; the date in brackets following the news item is that 
of the SWB in which it was published. 

Agriculture 

17 March: In 1993 Tibet's meat output reached 100 
million kg and dairy products 185 million kg, 
respectively increasing by 6.77% and 5.38% over 
1980 (as given). Wool output reached a record 8.9 
million kg, Xinhua reported. Tibet has 22.8 million head 
of cattle including yaks and sheep. There are about 82 
million hectares of grassland in Tibet with about 52 
million available for cattle. Last year the region set up 
366,000 hectares of fenced grazing land and 20,000 
hectares of man-made grassland. (W 30 March) 

23 May: Agricultural output value reached 2.32 bn 
yuan, 66% over the total 15 years ago, officials told 
the annual TAR Congress, according to Xinhua. Total 
grain production reached 620,000 tonnes, 30.69% up. 
Rural per capita income reached yuan 521. (W 8 June) 

Xinjiang: agriculture 

12 May: Xinjiang's level of farm mechanisation has 
reached that planned for 2000, Xinhua reported. The 
region now has 340,000 tractors and other farm 
machines. The report says that 85% of farmland is 
ploughed by tractor and 74% sown by machine. (W 25 
May) 

Communications And Technology 

15 April: Satellite phone services opened today from 
Shanghai to Lhasa, Xinhua reported. A satellite station 
was put into operation a few days earlier. The station 
has a capacity of more than 1,000 lines and will be 
expanded. (19 April). 


29 May: By end-93, Tibet had 125 post and telecom 
bureaux and 24 earth communications stations had 
been built. There are 301 long distance phone lines and 
65 counties now have phone service with total of 
35,400 phones. A post and telecom network with 
Lhasa as centre has been formed. 

In 1993 the total value of post and telecom service was 
32.73 m yuan. Average annual growth over the past 
decade in post and telecoms has been 16.8%. (W 8 
June) 

Qinghai communications 

3 April: Xining now has a cellular mobile phone system, 
Xinhua reported. It will handle 1,200 calls 
simultaneously, and currently there are 400 users. (W 
13 April) 

7 April: The Qinghai-Xinjiang highway will be rebuilt 
starting this year, Xinhua reported. First will be the 
177-km section from Ulan County to Delingha in Haixi, 
will cost about yuan 1 50 m and be finished in 1997. (W 
20 April) 

12 April: More than yuan 200 m will be spent on 
telecommunications in Qinghai this year, with $10 m in 
loans from the Australian government for 78,000 
programme controlled telephone exchanges from Alcel 
of Australia, Xinhua reported. Qinghai will raise 100m 
yuan itself. Numbers of lines in Xining will rise from 
25,000 at present to 74,000 by the year 2000. In 
Golmud, lines will rise from 2,000 to 12,000. Total 
provincial lines will rise from 30,000 to 140,000. (W 
20 April) 

13 April: By the end of 1993 the power generating 
industry in Qinghai had an installed capacity of 1.73 m 
kW, generating over 6 bn kWh of electricity, Xinhua 
reported. (W 20 April) 

19 April: Between 1991 and 1993 Qinghai province 
built or improved over 1,000 km of highways and 21 
large and medium-sized bridges. Now some 97% of the 
townships in Qinghai are on roads. (W 27 April) 

Inner Mongolia Communications 

10 April: More than yuan 140 m will be spent this year 
on another 200 telecommunications projects, Xinhua 
reported. They include the Inner Mongolian section of 
the Beijing-Shenyang optical fibre line and the Beijing- 
Hohhot-Yinchuan-Lanzhou optical fibre line. Some 
300,000 lines of intra-city exchanges and 80 rural 
automatic exchanges will be installed. (W 20 April) 

Xinjiang communications 

7 March: Cable TV in Xinjiang started its first Kazakh 
service yesterday, Xinhua reported. Programmes will 
include colourful local films, TV plays and other artistic 
items in Kazakh to about 500,000 viewers. Targets are 
settled nomads who have taken to processing livestock 
products instead of animal husbandry. Kazakh language 
broadcasting started in 1989. (21 March) 

30 March: A radio telecom network for herders has 
been set up, Xinhua reported. (W 20 April) 
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18 May: Xinjiang airlines will open three new routes in 
June, Xinhua reported. One is Tianjin-Urumqi- 
Novosibirsk-Moscow, another Urumqi-lslamabad, and a 
third Urumqi-Chongqing-Hongkong. There will be one 
flight a week scheduled, and additional charter flights 
on Urumqi-Hongkong. (W 25 May) 

Construction and Demolition 

5 March: Investments in fixed assets in the TAR were 
up 15% over 1992, reaching yuan 1.59 bn, Lhasa radio 
reported. The region invested yuan 300 m in highway 
construction last year and yuan 240 m in the ?Yanghu 
water pumping and pumped-storage station. Total 
investment in 1994 will be yuan 2.05 bn, most going 
on infrastructure. (W 20 April). 

21 March: Lhasa will soon start 11 civil construction 
projects, Xinhua reported. Losang Toinzhub [Lobsang 
Dondrup], mayor of Lhasa and vice-chairman of the 
TAR, said the government would annually promote a 
number of projects for the benefit of local people and 
potential investors. The Lhasa City Planning 
Commission has set up a programme which contains 
about 50 projects. Every year the government will 
allocate funds to build some of them. 

This year's projects include rebuilding about 30,000 sq. 
m of living space in old residential buildings, 
construction of two streets in Lhasa, planting green 
spaces from Qushui [Chushur] bridge to the city proper, 
water ter supply projects to six residential areas, 
drinking water purification plant for farming and 
livestock areas, work on Lhasa TV station and TV FM 
stations in nearby counties "and construction of Potala 
Palace Square". (23 March) 

23 May: Smooth progress has been made in a large 
group of key infrastructure projects: Gongar [Gongkar] 
and Bangda [Pomda] airport runway expansion; the 
Zhamu-Medog road; Yanghu and Calung power plants; 
geothermal exploration in northern Yangbajing 
[Yangpachen]. In 1993 alone Tibet invested yuan 1.59 
bn in fixed assets. (W 8 June) 

Xinjiang: construction 

31 March: Abulaiti Amudurexiti, chairman of the 
Xinjiang government, speaking at the regional meeting 
on construction, called for the building of infrastructure 
and basic industries to be strengthened, Xinjiang Daily 
reported on 3 April. He listed key projects as follows: 
the second Lanxin railway line; the Xi'an-Lanzhou- 
Urumqi optical cable; the Duzhishan ethylene project; 
Urumqi airport expansion; and the Turpan-Urumqi- 
Dahuangshan "high-quality" road. He also demanded 
that construction enterprises should adopt reforms in 
capital management and use the market mechanism. 

On urban construction, he said urban planning must be 
strengthened. "The wider we open up and the more 
vigorously we develop, the tighter control (there should 
be) on urban planning". (12 May) 

Economic Policy 

15 May: Gyaincain Norbu, chairman of the TAR 
government, speaking at the TAR people's congress, 


said all work in 1994 should be subordinate to the 
principle of "reform, development, stability", according 
to Tibet Daily. "Our economic restructuring should 
converge with the national framework and structure", 
he said. The goal of economic development was to 
achieve a GDP of yuan 4.01 bn, an 8% increase over 
1993. (19 May) 

16 May: Tibet was once considered the "rear" of 
China's reform but since 1992 the world has seen it in 
a new light, an article in the People's Daily asserted. 
Tibet's blueprint for the 1990s did not aim high, it said; 
difficulties including gradually decreasing farmland and 
drastically increasing population and "numerous 
restrictive factors such as communications, energy and 
population quality". But since Deng Xiaoping's remarks 
in 1992, Tibetans have seized an opportunity, 
encouraging foreign investment, opening up border 
trading posts, developing industry. A "market wave" 
swept across Tibet: "In Lhasa, the barriers of 
government organs in Linguo Road, Beijing Road and 
Jinzhu Road were all pulled down overnight. Half a 
month later, a metals market was set up on Linguo 
Road, Beijing Road was changed into a street of clothes 
shops and deluxe restaurants..." (31 May) 

18 May: Gyaincain [Gyaltsen] Norbu, chairman of the 
TAR government, said that the goal of the central 
government's investment of yuan 20 bn in Tibet over 
the past 40 years had been to lay a solid foundation for 
future economic development, Xinhua reported. Norbu 
was speaking in a special interview. He noted that Tibet 
was the least developed region in China, and that the 
central government had set out preferential policies and 
earmarked a huge sum of money for investment. In 
1993 Tibet's GNP was 3.65 bn yuan ($400 m), 8.1% 
over the previous year. "Tibet has no way out without 
further reforms or establishment of a socialist market 
economy," Norbu stressed. 

He added that Tibet's development depends on 
agriculture and animal husbandry and that only by 
developing these and by increasing incomes in the 
sectors can reform, development and stability be 
guaranteed. 

Over the past few years, Tibet has invested over 1 bn 
yuan in agriculture projects, such as the Yarlung 
Zangpo, Lhasa and Nianchu river valleys to build these 
areas into the region's breadbaskets. Other construction 
projects include the Yamzhog Yumco [Yamdrog 
Yumtso] power station and highways from Qinghai and 
Sichuan to Tibet, and the Bangda airport. (19 May) 

29 May: An "authoritative figure" in Beijing has 
revealed that "decision-makers at the highest level in 
the central authorities" are trying to take a decision to 
open up the TAR with policies that are even more open 
than those in the Special Economic Zones and 
Shanghai, the Wen Wei Bao of Hong Kong reported on 

30 May. 

"The idea is to promote Tibet's economy with massive 
and large doses of preferential policies, so that the 
region can be incorporated in the country's 
modernisation effort and launched on the fast track of 
development as soon as possible", the Wen Wei Bao 
correspondent reported. 
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Tens of billions of yuan have been spent in Tibet by 
Beijing over the past 40 years, and central authorities 
are now reviewing the successes and failures of their 
policies. They are comparing TAR economic 
development with that of its neighbours and noting 
experience gained in the last few years in relaxing 
border controls. Beijing now believes Tibet is ready to 
be opened up, especially to south Asia, the WWB said. 

"In view of its geographic and various unique features, 
the central authorities have decided to jump start 
Tibet's economy with massive doses of preferential 
policies”, the paper continued, adding that this policy 
will not be applicable to other minority nationality areas. 

It is understood, says the WWB, a left wing paper 
based in Hong Kong, that this policy is still at the 
discussion stage, but the paper's informant said the 
preferences granted to Tibet would be "much more 
favourable" than those for the SEZs and Shanghai's 
Pudong. (1 June 1994) 

30 May: Gyaincain Norbu, Chairman of the TAR 
government, told TAR People's Congress session in 
mid-May that rights will be given to anyone opening up 
"wasteland", China News Service reported in Hong 
Kong. "1994 has been a critical year for our region ... 
efforts are under way to install a mechanism for the 
transfer of user's rights to land and pasture with 
compensation" and to encourage peasants and herders 
to open up wasteland by 'granting operator's rights to 
whoever opens up the land'". Manufacturing enterprises 
are transforming their operating mechanisms and 
rationalising their business organisation. (1 June) 

Gansu economic policy 

5 April: Provincial leaders attended discussions held by 
the delegation to the provincial people's congress from 
Gansu's Gannan Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture and 
urged them to work harder in economic development, 
Lanzhou radio reported on 6 April. They also said the 
provincial authorities should do more for them. (19 
April) 

Qinghai: Prices 

23 March: the provincial government is to lift controls 
and grain trade and prices in Yushu and Golog 
prefectures from 1 April, Xining radio reported. This 
means that all such restrictions will have been lifted 
throughout the province. However, subsidies for these 
two prefectures will continue because of their 
remoteness and problems of long transport lines, slow 
turnover and high costs. (30 March) 

Xinjiang on migrant workers 

3 May: Over 300,000 migrant workers are reported to 
be settling permanently in Xinjiang, according to China 
News Agency. Railway statistics show that 200,000 
were moved in autumn and winter of last year, and 
more than 100,000 have come to Urumqi since 
February this year. These appear to be additional to a 
migrant population who have already settled there. (28 
May) 


Economic Results 

16 May: TAR's GDP in 1993 reached 3.65 bn yuan, 
Wu Shunxiang, deputy chairman of the regional planning 
commission told the TAR Congress, according to Tibet 
Daily. "With public ownership as the pillar, a diversified 
economic set-up in which simultaneous development 
was made in all economic sectors began to take 
shape". For 1994, tasks were: to increase incomes of 
herders and peasants; ensure reform of state-owned 
enterprises; develop the market; improve unemployment 
insurance and pensions; reform fixed assets investment 
system; improve management of large projects. 

Revenue had reached 156 m yuan, up by 43.5% over 

1992, said Pingcuo [Phuntsog], director of the TAR 
finance department. Guiding thoughts for the 1994 
budget were to ensure enough daily necessities; ensure 
smooth reform; support construction and ensure funds 
for wages and public expenditure; promote tax reforms; 
increase revenues. (31 May) 

23 May: By the end of 1993, the total annual output 
value of goods and services in Tibet had reached yuan 
3.65, 120% of that in 1980, Xinhua reported. (W 8 
June) 

30 May: In 1993 Tibet's GDP was 3.05 bn yuan and 
peasant per capita income was 521 yuan, China News 
Service reported in Hong Kong. There was also 
"relatively rapid development in the region's agriculture, 
animal husbandry, industry, infrastructure, and foreign 
trade", it added. (1 June) 

Qinghai Economic Results 

13 April: In 1993, boosted by its success in providing 
electricity, Qinghai province's GNP and total industrial 
and agricultural output value exceeded lObn yuan (over 
US$ 1 bn) for the first time, Xinhua reported. (W 20 
April) 

14 April: A Qinghai provincial government meeting 
reviewed economic progress this year, noting that GDP 
for the first quarter totalled over 1.7 bn yuan, 5.7% up 
on the same period last year in real terms, Xining radio 
reported. The main problems are slow progress in spring 
sowing; a drop in peasant investment in agriculture; a 
fall of 10.9% in production [but cf. earlier figure in 
same news item which claims 5.6% growth in 
industry]; more enterprises have lost money. The 
governor, Tian Chenping, said reforms must be 
deepened to alleviate problems. (3 May) 

Inner Mongolia: economic results 

26 Feb: Inner Mongolia's GDP was 42.52 bn yuan in 

1993, Inner Mongolia Daily reported, 10.6% up on the 
previous year. In a seven-page report, the Inner 
Mongolia Regional Statistics Bureau enumerated 
progress in agriculture, industry, investment, transport, 
foreign economic relations, finance, science and 
education and population. (W 23 March) 

Xinjiang: economic results 

24 Feb: Xinjiang met most of its economic targets in 
1993, Su Yongguang, director of the region's planning 
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commission, announced at a meeting of Xinjiang's 
people's congress, according to Xinhua. Total output 
value of goods and services was yuan 39 billion, up 
9.5% from 1992. Su's report covered agriculture, 
transport and communications, finance and banking, 
trade and key construction projects. Reform should be 
accelerated in 1994, he stressed. Agriculture is slated 
to rise by 6%, goods and services by 11 %, industry by 
13.5%. Investment for this year is due to rise by nearly 
33% to yuan 9.8 billion. There should be more stress 
on opening up and foreign trade, he said. (W 6 April) 

24 Feb: Gong Jinniu, director of Xinjiang's finance 
department, delivered the budget '93 and draft budget 
'94 report to the Xinjiang people's congress, Xinjiang 
Daily reported on 8 March. "We are confronted with a 
very grim financial situation this year", he said. "To 
alleviate the problems, society as a whole must 
continue to support financial retrenchment projects". 
1993 revenue was yuan 2.772 bn, and expenditure 
was yuan 4.554 bn, but the figures were readjusted 
during the year to yuan 2.83 bn and yuan 6.634 bn 
respectively. However, in fact they will probably be 
yuan 3.47 bn (revenue) and yuan 6.446 bn 
(expenditure). 

The 1994 figures are revenue: yuan 2.448 bn, and 
expenditure: yuan 6.615 bn. 

The director stressed the need to speed up the pace of 
reform, broadening sources of income, tightening tax 
collection, and controlling budgets. (W 18 May) 

Nationality Areas: economic results 

15 April: GDP in China's minority areas had gone up 
last year by 11.9% over 1992, according to Xinhua. 
(23 April) 

Foreign Trade and Investment 

18 March: TAR approved 41 co-operation projects with 
other parts of China and overseas countries and regions 
last year, introducing more than yuan 100 million (about 
$11.5 million) in contractual investment, Xinhua 
reported. Last year Tibet also received a total of $40 
million in loans from the UN, foreign government and 
civilian organisations for some 30 of its development 
projects. The region's foreign trade reached a record 
$100 million worth in 1993. (W 30 March) 

23 May: Import export values in 1993 reached yuan 
103 m. In 1993 alone, the region attracted investment 
in 41 projects, with agreements on using yuan 67.11 m 
and US$9.63 m, officials told the annual TAR 
Congress, according to Xinhua. (W 8 June) 

27 May: A Nepalese customs delegation began a 
week's visit to the Lhasa, Xigaze [Shigatse] and Nyalam 
customs offices in Tibet on 21 May, Lhasa TV reported. 
The delegation was in Tibet to attend the eighth round 
of border talks between Chinese and Nepalese customs 
departments. They discussed collecting customs dues, 
checking smuggling, sharing information and briefed 
each other on last year's work. (31 May) 

30 May: "Regarding opening up, Tibet has been 
exploiting its proximity to the border", China News 
Service reported Gyaincain Norbu, Chairman of the TAR 


government, as saying at the National People's 
Congress session in mid-May. "It is improving its border 
ports, initiating cooperation with neighbouring countries 
in many areas, improving the investment environment 
to attract more foreign and domestic investment, 
cooperating further with enterprises from the rest of the 
country to build more joint export bases, developing 
tourism and so on". 

Qinghai Foreign Trade 

10 April: By the end of March exports from Qinghai 
reached around US$25 m, up over 30% on the same 
period last year, Xining radio reported. (W 4 May) 

7 May: The TAR has set up 28 joint ventures funded by 
the US, Nepal, Thailand, Malaysia, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan. It has also signed contracts for development 
projects with overseas firms, to a value of $9.63 m. 
Some 16 companies from China's interior have set up 
business centres in Tibet, and more than 20 Tibetan 
enterprises have started co-operation projects worth 
yuan 30.48, financed by their partners in inland China. 
These projects are mainly in transportation, light 
industry, textiles, electronics, commerce and trade. 
About 20 are in the high-tech sector, making about 
48.7% of the total. (W 25 May) 

Inner Mongolia Foreign Trade 

26 May: Border trade between the Inner Mongolia 
region and Russia last year reached US$770 m, up 
67.2% and 64% of the region's total foreign trade, 
Xinhua reported. There are 18 border posts along the 
4200 km frontier. 

So far Inner Mongolia has signed contracts worth over 
600 m Swiss francs in construction, export of labour 
and technology exchange. Over 30,000 residents of the 
region are working abroad on these contracts. The 
region attracted US$360 m in foreign investment in 
408 joint ventures last year, 1.2 times the previous 
year. (W 8 June) 

Xinjiang Foreign Trade 

31 March: Abulaiti Amudurexiti, Xinjiang's government 
chairman, speaking at a regional conference for local 
foreign affairs officials, called for wider opening of 
foreign affairs work to promote the region's 
development, Xinjiang Daily reported on 1 April. 
Xinjiang is at a "hotpoint" for attracting foreign funds, 
he said, and foreign affairs departments must blaze new 
trails and use their multiple channels for contacts 
abroad to make links for economic departments. 

"We must improve contacts with Chinese embassies 
and consulates abroad ... successfully build and manage 
ports open to the outside world, strengthen their 
spiritual civilisation, increase cargo-handling and 
guarantee smooth transport". 

He listed Japan, US, Hong Kong, and central Asia as 
markets to be expanded, and called for new markets in 
south Asia, south Korea, Russia, east and west Europe 
and west Asia. He stressed that the 1994 Urumqi 
Trade Fair must be a great success. (12 May) 
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25 April: Australian governor-general William Hayden 
left Urumqi today after a 5-day visit to Xinjiang, Xinhua 
reported. He visited Urumqi, Kashi and Turpan to study 
economic development, ethnic customs and trade and 
co-operation opportunities. He was met by Abulaiti 
Amudurexiti, Xinjiang chairman. (29 April) 

Nationality Areas: foreign trade 

15 April: Foreign trade in China's minority areas rose in 
1993 by 41.8% to more than US$5.7 bn, according to 
Xinhua. (23 April) 

Industry and Commerce 

15 March: The TAR has 9,180 rural industrial 
enterprises employing 51,000 people, Xinhua reported. 
Their gross income last year reached yuan 310 million, 
24% up on 1992. (W 30 March) 

23 May: Industrial value in the TAR reached yuan 535 
m, 78.65% over that of 1980, reported Xinhua. Total 
output value of village and town enterprises reached 
yuan 100 m and yuan 240 m respectively. (W 8 June) 

23 May: The region established 129 independent or 
joint-funded enterprises with other provinces and 
regions along the coast, the TAR Congress was told, 
according a Xinhua report. 

In 1993 the region completed 23 new or remodelled 
country markets, total retail sales reached yuan 1.9 bn, 
12.8% up on 1992. (W 8 June) 

Inner Mongolia: industry 

30 April: Work began on the Inner Mongolia chemical 
fertiliser plant' in in 1991 and will be finished in 1995, 
Xinhua reported. Planned annual capacity is 300,000 
tons of synthetic ammonia and 520,000 tons of urea. 
Total investment is yuan 2.4 bn. (W 25 May) 

16 May: Inner Mongolia invested yuan 1 bn in the 
development of rural industry in the first quarter of this 
year, Xinhua reported. (W 25 May) 

Mining 

19 March: New mineral discoveries in Tibet include 
gold, silver, copper, lead, zinc and other metals from 
near Samye monastery, Xinhua reported. A geological 
survey conducted since 1986 has located 130 new 
mineral deposits which include, besides the Samye 
findings, andalusite at Ramba, in Rinbung county, 
chromium in Qusum county, gold in Xaitongmoin 
county, multi-metal sources in Maizhokunggar 
[Meldrogungkar] county and geothermal potential at 
Damxung [Damshung] county. Many salt lakes contain 
not only boron but also lithium, tin, caesium and other 
minerals. 

In recent years Tibet has built 120 new mines which 
include 28 chrome, II boron, and seven gold mines. 
One third of the TAR's industrial output is accounted for 
by mining. ( 21 March) 

Xinjiang mining 

7 April: The Turpan-Hami oil-field will be able to pump 
24.5 m barrels of crude oil annually by end-1995, 
Xinhua reported. The field is currently able to produce 


1.58 m tons a year, producing 1.15 m tons last year. 
(W 4 May) 

Private Enterprise 

16 May: But since Deng Xiaoping's remarks in 1992, 
an article in the People’s Daily asserted, a "market 
wave" swept across Tibet: "In Lhasa, the barriers of 
government organs in Linguo [Lingkor] Road, Beijing 
Road and Jinzhu Road were all pulled down overnight. 
Half a month later, a metals market was set up on 
Linguo Road, Beijing Road was changed into a street of 
clothes shops and deluxe restaurants and hotels were 
found on west Beijing road". In June-July alone, over 
500 entrepreneurs were added, and "several bustling 
commercial streets were also found in ... Shigaze 
[Shigatse] and Zetang [Tsetang]". Preferential policies 
for trade have been introduced. In consequence GNP 
grew from yuan 2.5 bn in 1991 to yuan 3.7 in 1993. 
(31 May) 

31 May: Lhasa has seven major markets, Xinhua 
reported, where the sellers are mainly from Sichuan. 
The 100 m long Zongqolukang [Lukhang?] Market, with 
five rows of stalls, has chives, balsam pears, jinzhen 
fungus from Sichuan, sweet red peppers and garlic from 
Guangdong, plus locally-grown cucumbers, pumpkins, 
tomatoes, asparagus, and cauliflowers. Zongqolukang 
turned over 140 m yuan last year. (4 June) 

Tourism 

7 May: The TAR regional congress standing committee 
adopted new rules on foreigners' mountaineering in 
Tibet, Xinhua reported. Foreigners should apply in 
writing to the Tibet Mountaineering Association and 
apply ahead of time to bring in telecom and 
photographic equipment. (11 May) 

23 May: The TAR received 23,000 foreign and 
overseas Chinese tourists, according to Xinhua. (W 8 
June) 

Policy 

Crack-Down on Party Moderates 

TIN News Update, 25 April, 1994 revised 

A significant hardening of policy appears to be taking 
place in Tibet, according to radio broadcasts monitored 
by the BBC Summary of World Broadcasts (SWB), and 
officials appear to be placing priority on crushing the 
pro-independence movement rather than on economic 
development. 

In a speech broadcast on 19th April and monitored by 
the BBC, TAR Party Secretary Chen Kuiyuan told Party 
cadres to "resolutely crack down on the speeches and 
activities that disrupt unity among the nationalities and 
the unification of the motherland; there is no room 
whatsoever for us to be vague on this matter". 

The speech, given on 18th April at a regional 
conference on propaganda and ideology, is the first 
reported official statement since October 1991 to imply 
that there are nationalist sympathisers within the Tibet 
administration and the local Party. It is also one of the 
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most strongly worded attacks on party waverers to be 
published in Tibet in recent years. 

The speech avoided stating that wayward officials were 
supporters of the pro-independence movement, but 
accused them of the lesser charge of "dividing the unity 
of nationalities", a charge which is usually connected to 
"splittism". 

The Party Secretary emphasised that creating 
"stability", a term referring to suppression of dissent, is 
as important as economic reform, and listed stability 
first. "Political stability, economic development, 
material progress and cultural and ideological progress 
are all essential requirements for building socialism," he 
told the conference. He called on cadres to "eliminate 
the phenomenon of taking a tough stand on one link 
while being softhearted on the other", apparently an 
instruction that work on controlling dissent should not 
be neglected during the current drive for economic 
development. 

In a significant statement, Chen also re-defined the 
meaning of "leftist", a term used by Chinese politicians 
to condemn extremists. Although Chen is considered by 
most Tibetans to be a leftist in the conventional sense, 
he has officially re-defined leftists as people who are 
opposed to high speed reform. "By leftist ideas we 
mean sticking to an economic mode that is outdated, 
runs counter to the conditions in China and stands in 
the way of the development of productive forces," he 
told the cadres. His definition means that both purist 
socialists opposed to the privatisation, and moderate 
Tibetans opposing rapid sinicisation of Tibet, are to be 
considered as leftists and therefore as enemies of the 
Party. 

Chen's call for a crack-down on speeches opposing the 
unity of nationalities thus appears to be an attempt by 
hard-liners to crush moderate cadres within the Tibet 
Communist Party. The moderates argue that the 
situation in Tibet has "special characteristics" which 
mean that Chinese nation-wide policies should in some 
cases be applied differently in Tibet. 

In the current campaign to implement Dengist high 
speed reforms, the term "special characteristics" - 
sometimes specified as "backwardness" and 
geographical remoteness - refers primarily to Tibetan 
cultural distinctiveness and is used by moderates to 
justify limiting the introduction of reforms, in order to 
protect Tibetans from negative side-effects of the 
reform policy, such as increased Chinese migration into 
Tibet. 

Debate Over Reform Continues 

On the second day of the conference, 19th April a 
Deputy Party Secretary, Tenzin, hinted that he was 
inclined to the more moderate faction within the party 
by giving a speech which implied at one point that 
promoting Tibetan culture was more important than 
crushing the pro-independence movement. 

Tenzin, whose portfolio includes propaganda and 
culture, expressed conventional support for Deng 
Xiaoping and said that propaganda and media cadres in 
Tibet had "always identified themselves with the Party 


Central Committee ... and helped maintain social 
stability". But when he gave a list of the previous 
achievements of the propaganda officials, he placed the 
cadres' "advancement" of Tibet's "fine cultural 
traditions" before their support of "the unification of the 
motherland". In his list of eleven future tasks for the 
propaganda teams, he placed the fight against splittism 
as sixth. This could be interpreted as a reversal of the 
priorities listed in Chen Kuiyuan's speech the previous 
day. 

On 23rd April, a Lhasa Radio broadcast monitored by 
the BBC indicated that Chen had crushed any political 
doubts at the conference. The delegates had 
"enthusiastically discussed" Chen's speech on 
"stabilising the situation", and declared that "in 
propaganda and ideological work, we should always 
give priority to the struggle against splittism", said the 
radio, indicating that the delegates had placed the fight 
against splittism above the need to deepen economic 
reform. Reform has been considered a priority since 
1990, when China's Party Secretary Jiang Zemin, 
during a visit to Lhasa, made it clear that in general 
stability had been achieved and that economic reform 
should be moved to the top of the agenda. 

"We should constantly keep a clear head and should not 
to the slightest degree, slacken our efforts to publicise 
the importance of stabilising the situation," said the 
delegates to the conference, which was officially 
described as the "meeting on the largest scale and 
highest quality on the regional propaganda and 
ideological front since Tibet's peaceful liberation". The 
report on the delegates' response made no mention of 
Tenzin or of advancing Tibetan culture. 

The final communique of the conference, broadcast on 
25th April, defined the two fundamental tasks of 
propaganda in Tibet as "to facilitate Tibet's socialist 
modernization and safeguard the motherland's 
unification, and to enhance the unity of nationalities and 
oppose splittist forces in order to ensure Tibet's social 
stability." This was a re-statement of Chen's statement 
on the future priorities, and it referred to publicising 
Tibetan culture only as a past achievement. 

The renewed focus on splittism may mean that the 
Party is planning to launch another crack-down on the 
pro-independence movement, and suggests that the 
pro-independence movement is seen as a growing 
threat. 

Fourth Highest Tibetan Cadre Not Seen for 7 weeks 

TIN News Update /5 July, 1994 

One of the most senior Tibetan members of the 
Communist Party in Tibet has disappeared from all 
official press reports for 7 weeks, according to the BBC 
Monitoring Service. Tenzin, known in Chinese as 
Danzin, is a Deputy Party Secretary, and the fourth 
most senior of the Tibetans in the Tibet Party. At an 
important conference on propaganda in April Tenzin 
appeared to have avoided expressing explicit support for 
a call by the Party Secretary to prioritise an anti-splittist 
campaign. 

Two weeks after the April propaganda conference, 
Tenzin disappeared from the political scene in Lhasa, 


TIN News Review 6 July, 1994 9 



and there has been no mention of him as attending any 
meetings in Tibet, even though these have included the 
annual session of the regional People's Congress, at 
which the rest of the Party Committee was present. 

Tenzin's last reported appearance was at a relatively 
low-key conference on 13th May on selecting model 
individuals who had advanced national unity. At the 
meeting he announced that the political situation was 
"generally stable" but referred to problems which had 
emerged "because of the instigation for dissension by 
splittist forces and the ineffectiveness of our media and 
educational work". 

He stressed the importance of national unity, but made 
little reference to fighting splittism or deepening 
economic reform. His main point seemed to be to warn 
other leading Party members of their responsibilities: "If 
political problems occur because leading cadres do not 
assume full responsibility and if there are bad social 
consequences [...], the related organizations and their 
leading cadres must be investigated for their 
responsibility." It was unclear if his warning related only 
to the selection of propaganda models, or if it was 
intended to have wider significance. 

Three days after his speech at the selection conference 
the argument that Tibet has "special characteristics", 
associated with the moderate faction in the Tibet 
Communist Party, was crushingly refuted in an article in 
the authoritative Renmin Ribao (People's Daily), the 
main mouthpiece of the Communist Party in China. The 
article, published on 16th May, appeared to be 
dedicated to re-inforcing Chen Kuiyuan's position on 
introducing high speed reforms without any concessions 
in Tibet: 

"Is Tibet willing to accept the label of "being special" 
and stand at the rear of reform and opening up?", said 
the paper. "Backwardness is not terrifying. Being 
geographically closed is not terrifying. What is terrifying 
is rigid and conservative thinking and the psychology of 
idleness." 

Tenzin is widely respected by Tibetans in Lhasa for his 
knowledge of Tibetan language, and has survived 
ideological confrontations with the Chinese leadership in 
the past. "Tenzin is a highly educated man. He loves 
China, but wants equality between Chinese and 
Tibetans," said a Tibetan official contacted by TIN in 
Tibet. "He is not popular with the central Party 
authorities because of his constant stress on Tibetan 
culture, but it is not so easy to remove him," he added. 

Tenzin may have been sent on a "political holiday" or 
have developed a "politcal illness", as sometimes 
happens to Chinese politicians when they fall from 
favour or are sent for political re-education. 

In mid-May Tenzin was told by his superiors that he 
should leave Tibet to head a propaganda tour by the 
"China Tibet Art Troupe" to Sweden and Austria in the 
second half of May, according to one unofficial source 
in Lhasa. Tenzin is reported to have been reluctant to 
have accepted the mission, and is not reported to have 
been with the troupe when it performed to an invited 
audience in Vienna on 30th May. 


Raidi calls for "In-depth Struggle against Separatism" 

Tenzin did not appear with the rest of the party 
committee at the annual session of the Tibet 
Autonomous Region's People's Congress, which 
finished on 24th May. The sessions were led by Raidi, 
the seniormost deputy party secretary who, as in July 
1991, is again being described as "executive deputy 
party secretary". 

Raidi gave the concluding address of the Congress on 
24th May, in which he emphasised with exceptional 
vigour the need to fight the pro-independence 
movement. "We must thoroughly launch anti-splittist 
struggles; must sternly crack down on various splittist 
activities; and must make vigorous efforts to safeguard 
the motherland's unification", he told the conference. 

Raidi indicated that the pro-independence movement 
was a major concern to the authorities, noting that 
"many unstable factors still exist". "Domestic and 
foreign splittist elements have ganged up with 
international hostile forces [and] they are intensifying, in 
every possible way, their splittist and sabotaging 
activities," he said. 

A few hours before Raidi gave his closing speech to the 
people's Congress four monks staged a brief pro¬ 
independence demonstration in the Barkor, and two 
similar incidents took place on successive days. 

Raidi laid down a decisive formula which clarified the 
earlier debate over whether "stability" is more 
important than economic reform. "Stability is the 
prerequisite, reform is the driving force and 
development is the foundation," he told the conference, 
in effect giving priority to the fight against dissent. "The 
anti-splittist situation we are now facing is still a severe 
one," he said later. 

An unsigned editorial commentary on the annual 
congress session broadcast on Lhasa Radio on the same 
day described reform as "the top priority of the overall 
situation" but devoted at least as much space to telling 
listeners that it was "imperative to launch an in-depth 
struggle against separatism". 

"Moreover, we should use the power of the people’s 
democratic dictatorship to strike resolutely at separatist 
activities", said the commentator, indicating that full 
force should be used against nationalists. 


Chinese Media on Policy 

Summaries of reports from the Chinese press on internal 
policy developments in TAR and Qinghai, monitored by the 
BBC Summary of World Broadcasts. 

2 March: Tibet Daily urged that United Front work 
should be centred on economic development, an 
editorial marking the conclusion of a united front work 
meeting declared. Tibet's United Front team, the paper 
said, had been transformed from a mainly nationality 
and religious body into "an enormous and powerful 
force composed of nationality, religious, intellectual and 
economic circles as well as Tibetan compatriots of 
insight outside the country". Religious work must be 
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done effectively, it said, and the United Front should 
"actively undertake the anti-splittist struggle". (13 April) 

3 March: Li Huimin, director of the organisation 
department of the TAR party committee, told a meeting 
that "We should step up party building and strengthen 
and improve personnel work", Tibet Daily reported on 4 
March. He gave six points for attention: 1. stress 
building socialism with Chinese characteristics and 
ability to manage the socialist market economy; 2. 
strengthen leading groups, improve thinking and 
struggle against corruption; 3. select and train young 
cadres well; 4. strengthen backward party branches in 
rural areas; 5. reform government organisations; 6. 
investigate and study personnel policies and pay 
attention to practical results. (13 April) 

21 March: Four senior leaders called on Tibetan 
deputies (to the National People’s Congress) at the 
Beijing Jinxi Guest House to discuss how to speed the 
reform, opening up and cons truction in Tibet, according 
to Tibet TV. These four, Li Jie, Qiao Jiaqin, Xia Chuan 
and Zhang Jun, "veteran fighters who entered Tibet 
with the 18th Army", worked in Tibet for several 
decades and have now set up an association of veteran 
fighters to help Tibet develop the economy. Other 
veterans, in Chengdu, Tianjin and Jinan, propose doing 
the same. TAR leaders, including Chen Kuiyuan and 
Raidi, respectively secretary and deputy secretary of 
the TAR party committee, thanked them. (23 March) 

25 March: The mother of the late Panchen Lama was 
introduced to Li Ruihuan, member of the ruling 
Politbureau Standing Committee, during a meeting of 
the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference 
in Beijing, Xinhua reported. Li told Yabshi Sonam 
Drolma, a CPPCC member attending the session, "His 
death has deprived our country of a very prestigious 
religious leader and our party has lost a good friend. The 
Panchen made outstanding contributions to Tibet's 
development and stability and to China's nationality and 
religious work. I hope there will be more nationality and 
religious figures like the Panchen, who was dedicated to 
safeguarding the unification of the motherland to 
promoting national unity and economic development. 
This is the basic guarantee for stability, prosperity and 
development in the nationality areas". (13 April) 

12 May: Party deputy secretary Danzim [Tenzin], 
speaking at a meeting in Lhasa, noted that "because of 
the instigation for dissension by splittist forces ... some 
problems and tendencies which must not be overlooked 
have emerged", Lhasa radio reported. He called on 
leading cadres to strengthen "leadership over ... 
evaluating and selecting advanced units and 
individuals". He stressed personal checking and the 
need for officials to take responsibility. (17 May) 

11 May: A standing committee meeting of the CPPCC 
closed today with a speech by Basang [Pasang], deputy 
secretary of the TAR party committee, Lhasa radio 
reported. He stressed the need for "putting forward 
plans and ideas, concentrating on major problems ... in 
government, on difficult points in economic 
development, and on flash topics of common concern". 
(17 May) 


13 May: A session of the regional committee of the 
CPPCC opened in Lhasa, Lhasa TV reported. It was due 
to discuss reform, development and stability. In the 
presence of leaders Chen Kuiyuan, Raidi, Gyaincain 
[Gyaltsen] Norbu and others, Lhamin Soinam Lhunzhub 
[Sonam Lhundrup] gave a report stressing these issues. 
(17 May) 

15 May: Gyaincain Norbu, chairman of the TAR 
government, speaking at the TAR people's congress, 
said there were still many shortcomings in work, as 
well as difficulties ahead, according to Tibet Daily. All 
work in 1994, he said, should be subordinate to the 
principle of "reform, development, stability". "Our 
economic restructuring should converge with the 
national framework and structure", he said. (19 May) 

21 May: The current session of the Tibet CPPCC had 
helped members to "further unify their thinking" and 
clearly understand goals, Pagphala Geleg Namgyai, 
chairman of the organisation declared, according to 
Tibet Daily on 22 May. They had expressed views on 
reform and opening up and their suggestions would 
certainly promote tasks in the region in a positive 
manner, he said. 

But tasks were very arduous, he noted. Members 
should implement Deng Xiaoping's policy of building 
socialism with Chinese characteristics, and must 
"further emancipate their minds ... eliminate the old 
ideology and concept formed under the system of 
planned economy ... use a new concept and a new way 
... in promoting reform, development and stability". He 
further urged them to look at the national and regional 
situation, see local and actual interests and unite mass 
organisations and people of different nationalities. (4 
June) 

21 May: The TAR CPPCC meeting closed on 21 May 
after eight days with a resolution by members 
expressing their concerns, Lhasa TV reported. 

Difficulties included: outstanding problems, such as high 
price rises, poor performance of state-owned 
enterprises, low income of peasants and herdsmen, 
disorderly cultural markets, inadequate medical and 
health services in farming and pastoral areas, corruption 
of all kinds and crimes in some localities. 

Members hoped the regional government would deal 
with these. The resolution also called for economic 
development, building of democracy and the legal 
system and "socialist spiritual civilisation". It also said 
"We must improve party style, promote a clean and 
honest government, launch an in-depth struggle against 
splittism, safeguard the motherland's unification". It 
noted that "all work must serve interests of reform, 
development and stability". (24 May) 

Qinghai: policy 

23 April: A number of outstanding party members had 
emerged from the annual party assessment and a very 
small number have been "organisationally disciplined", 
Xining radio reported. The Hainan and Huangnan 
Tibetan autonomous regions, among others, had 
achieved "quite good results". (29 April) 
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Chinese Media on Propaganda 

Summaries of reports from the Chinese press on propaganda 
policy and media developments in the TAR and Xinjiang, 
monitored by the BBC Summary of World Broadcasts. 

18 March: China's film industry administration told the 
Hsin Pao, a Hong Kong paper, that it had objected to 
the screening in Hong Kong last year of an independent 
American producer's documentary called ' Compassion 
in Exile', a life of the Dalai Lama, because the film sued 
footage of Tibetans being beaten by PLA soldiers, 
"which had been shot secretly by western journalists". 
(6 April) 

1 5 April: Beijing will hold a conference next September 
to honour those who have promoted unity in minority 
areas, Ismail Amat, minister in charge of the 
Nationalities Commission, announced today, according 
to Xinhua. It is expected to be a large meeting and to 
focus on economic progress. (23 April) 

18 April: Party leader Chen Kuiyuan made an 
"important" speech at a TAR meeting on propaganda 
and ideological work, Lhasa radio reported. Propaganda 
should stick to party theory and policies, he said, and 
should address - not evade - the principal 
contradictions. It was essential to promote Deng's 
theory on building socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, to study Deng's writings on nationalities 
issues, emancipate minds from leftist ideas, and pay 
attention to material as well as ideological progress. 

Propaganda workers must be good at using Deng's 
theory to eliminate leftist influence, good at using 
patriotism to refute "splittism", must propagandize the 
need for nationalities to stick together, and crack down 
on speeches and activities that disrupt unity. Present at 
the conference were Tibet leaders Guo Jinlong, Basang, 
Danzim, Yang Chuantang, Lieque and Puqung. (20 April) 

19 April: Danzim [Tenzin], deputy secretary of the TAR 
party committee, speaking at the same meeting, praised 
propaganda workers' loyalty in "political storms and the 
Lhasa riots", Lhasa radio reported. He urged that 
workers should continue to guide public opinion both at 
home and in the outside world, and should publicise the 
coming 30th anniversary of the founding of the TAR. 
Party committees should pay great attention to 
propaganda work. (21 April) 

20 April: Danzim, speaking again at the TAR 
propaganda conference, urged news media to "devote 
their major energy" to reporting Tibet's "great 
undertakings" of reform and opening up. Articles, 
pictures and photos should report all including PLA and 
public security who are working at economic 
construction. Party committees should "strengthen 
leadership" over the press. (23 April) 

23 April: Delegates to the TAR propaganda conference 
stressed that 1994 was a crucial year for reform in 
Tibet, with two major tasks: ensuring stability and 
development, Lhasa radio reported. Unity of 
nationalities was fundamental, and propaganda workers 
should regard maintaining social stability as part of their 
duty. Party and government should help by not 
concentrating on economic work to the exclusion of 
propaganda. (26 April) 


25 April: The 7-day propaganda conference in Lhasa 
ended with a speech urging more and better propaganda 
on reform, development and stability, Lhasa radio 
reported. This was delivered by Tu Dai, deputy director 
of the TAR propaganda department. Attending the 
conference were Tibet leaders Danzim, Lieque, Buqiong, 
Lu Huimin and Puqung. A second radio report called it 
"significant" and called for all to implement its spirit. 
(27 April) 

25 April: Twelve members of the Tibetan 
mountaineering team set off to climb Xixabangma Feng, 
the world's 14th highest peak. TAR leaders Gyaincain 
Norbu, Namgyai [Namgyal], Gying Puncog Cedain 
[Phuntsog Tseten] and Lhamin Soinam Lhunzhub gave 
them a send-off, according to Lhasa TV. (27 April) 

11 May: A farewell was held for the Tibet Art Troupe 
before their departure for Austria, Lhasa radio reported. 
Gyaincain Norbu, TAR chairman, said it was a "key 
foreign propaganda project". 

Xinjiang: propaganda 

29 April: The first radio music station in China's north¬ 
west, the Xinjiang People's Radio Network, started to 
broadcast from Urumqi. Janabil, deputy party secretary, 
said the station should broadcast music representing 
China's national tradition and organise musical works 
which will encourage people of different nationalities to 
work hard. (12 May) 

5 May: Abulaiti Amudurexiti, deputy secretary of the 
regional party committee, delivered a speech on 
propaganda work at a conference on regional 
propaganda and ideological work in Urumqi, Urumqi TV 
reported. He noted that Xinjiang "is relatively closed 
and outdated" in ideological terms, so mental 
emancipation and reform and opening up is especially 
urgent and more difficult. 

Propaganda and ideology were needed, he said, to 
promote understanding of economic work among "many 
difficulties and problems; on balance Xinjiang was 
stable socially and politically, but "destabilising factors" 
remain; party committees "must place propaganda and 
ideological work high on their agenda", he added. (24 
May) 

TAR: Media Developments 

18 March: "Since becoming an independent media 
outlet at the beginning of this year, the Tibet People's 
Radio Station ... will introduce a new programming 
schedule, effective 1st April", Tibet TV announced. All 
Tibetan and Chinese news programmes will be 
broadcast on the hour, three programmes on economic 
themes will be broadcast in a new format, and other 
programmes will be improved. (21 March) 

1 5 April: The TAR government has issued a circular in 
an effort to control TV and radio, Lhasa TV reported. 
Satellite ground facilities were "in a chaotic state", with 
development being promoted "recklessly, without a 
plan", and the content of TV programmes is "out of 
control". Radio and TV officials must inspect permits to 
receive satellite, and units without permits to receive 
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overseas TV must dismantle their equipment. This 
follows national regulations put out by the State Council 
in October 1993. (26 April) 

22 April: Tibet Daily celebrated the introduction of laser 
typesetting, the paper reported on 23 April. Danzim, "a 
veteran newsman and deputy secretary of the party 
committee, made a speech on the improvement in 
technology. (11 May) 

6 May: The TAR has reformed its cultural system and 
produced more thriving cultural and art activities, Beijing 
radio reported. Last year Tibet built six county cultural 
halls, outlined the "Dandelion plan", and increased 
children's training. The movie screening system was 
also reformed. (12 May) 

Xinjiang: media 

1 March: Xinjiang Cable Television announced it would 
start broadcasting its Kazakh-language programme on 6 
March. (21 March) 

9 May: Xinjiang radio and TV held a meeting to 
commend the Hotan TV stations and 23 others as 
"advanced collectives", Urumqi TV reported on 10 May. 
Xinjiang had scored notable achievements in recent 
years, with 23 radio stations and 38 radio transmitting 
stations broadcasting to 70% of the population. There 
are 26 TV stations and 348 TV relay stations covering 
72% of the population. (24 May) 

Military 

Military Claims Continue 

Sources inside Tibet continue to report a significant 
build up of troops since the last week of March. Both 
the Chinese and Indian Governments have denied the 
reports, which the exile Tibetan government said 
consisted of 30,000 extra troops being drafted into 
Tibet. 

Unofficial sources in Lhasa said that the troop 
movements involved two divisions, equivalent to 
20,000 men, one from the Chengdu Military region and 
one from the Lanzhou Military region. Meanwhile an 
unofficial source in Yunnan repeated earlier reports that 
5,000 troops had been seen by locals to leave the town 
Of Dali in the direction of Tibet on or shortly before 5th 
April. 

The troops are rumoured to be concentrated around the 
Tsona, Dromo and Tsaparang, all areas on the Indian 
border, according to one unconfirmed report from 
Lhasa. An incident was said to have taken place on 
10th April near Dromo, according to another 
unconfirmed report, who said that on 12th April medical 
staff at the Military Hospital in Lhasa were placed on 
alert, although the alert seems to have been a false 
alarm. 

One Month Security Alert 

TIN News Update, 29 May, 1 994: Revised; (part) 

In meetings in government offices on 10th May the 
authorities in Lhasa declared a one month period of 
heightened security measures, including cancellation of 
leave and confinement to quarters for security officials. 


During this period all group tourists have to have their 
names submitted to police and state security 
departments in Lhasa, and visas for Tibetans in Nepal 
wishing to visit their homeland were heavily restricted 
until 26th May. Auxiliary forces involved in tax 
collection, customs inspection, traffic control and street 
security were instructed on 10th May to assist the 
security forces in suppressing any disturbances during 
the month to 10th June, according to unofficial 
sources. 

The measures, designed to minimise the risk of protest, 
cover a series of anniversaries that fall in late May, plus 
the MFN decision, and the 1989 Tiananmen massacre 
anniversary next week. The anniversaries coincide this 
year with the one month Sagadawa festival which falls 
for 1 5 days on either side of the anniversary of the 
Buddha's enlightenment on May 25th, and which has 
regularly been marked in the past by pro-independence 
protests. 

Chinese Media on the Military 

Summaries of reports from the Chinese press, monitored by 
the BBC Summary of World Broadcasts. 

28 Feb: Major-General Zhang Zhu, political commissar 
of the Tibet armed police corps, told an expanded 
meeting of the corps' party committee that "in the new 
situation, the responsibilities of the armed police are 
even more arduous", Tibet Daily reported on 1 March. 
He continued: "This year is a crucial one in which the 
country will deepen reform and develop a socialist 
market economic system. In this year, Tibet will also 
launch some major reform measures ... some new 
destabilising factors will emerge in the course of 
reform". Zi Cheng, member of the TAR party standing 
committee, and Zhou Qishun, vice-chairman of the TAR 
CPPCC, were also at the meeting. (13 April) 

21 March: Four senior leaders, Li Jie, Qiao Jiaqin, Xia 
Chuan and Zhang Jun, "veteran fighters who entered 
Tibet with the 18th Army", discussed with Tibet's NPC 
delegation and TAR leaders in Beijing how to speed the 
reform, opening up and construction in Tibet. They 
worked in Tibet for several decades and have now set 
up an association of veteran fighters to help Tibet 
develop the economy. Other veterans, in Chengdu, 
Tianjin and Jinan, propose doing the same, according to 
Tibet TV. (23 March; see also entry under policy) 

30 March: Fu Quanyou, member of the Central Military 
Commission and director of the logistics department 
said "At all times and in all circumstances we must 
guarantee that the troops will resolutely obey the orders 
of the party central committee and the central military 
commission ... and must effectively guarantee the 
smooth implementation of political and military orders", 
according to the Liberation Army Daily on 31 March. He 
was speaking at today's political work meeting of the 
general logistics department. (2 May) 

16 April: TAR leaders including Gyaincain Norbu and 
Guo Jinlong (SWB notes that Guo is listed in their 
records as deputy secretary of Sichuan province party 
committee but he is described here as deputy secretary 
of the TAR party committee) called on Lhasa airforce 
command post, Lhasa radio reported on 17 April. They 
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were welcomed by Zhang Guanying, political 
commissar. Norbu praised the post which had 
"excelled" in the spiritual civilisation campaign, in 
"logistical self-sufficiency of non-staple food" and in 
carrying out party policy on nationalities and religion. 
(20 April) 

28 April: Beijing today denied reports claiming that 
China had sent 30,000 extra troops to the Sino-lndian 
border, Xinhua reported. Wu Jianmin, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, said the reports were "sheer fabrication". 
He told a news briefing that China and India had signed 
an agreement on maintenance of calm along the Line of 
Actual Control in the border areas last year and have 
begun talks on the reduction of troops along the LAC. 
(29 April) 

27 May: Tibet's armed forces committee, the Tibet 
Military District and TAR party committee's propaganda 
department jointly held a meeting in the presence of 
Raidi and other top leaders to mark the 10th 
anniversary of the promulgation of the current military 
service law, Lhasa TV reported. Regional vice-chairman 
Laba Pingcuo [Lhakpa Phuntsog] noted that "vast 
numbers" of people had "enhanced their understanding 
of national defence and of the great significance of 
strengthening army building ... and inspired youngsters' 
patriotic zeal..." (31 May) 

31 May: Nearly 10,000 Tibetans have served in the 
PLA over the past 10 years, Xinhua reported from 
Lhasa. "During the conscription period every year, 
masses of young people ... rush to enlist". Soldiers who 
join the PLA are all well-qualified , none of them quit, 
and Tibetan officers serve in ranks from platoon leader 
to general. Retired veterans are playing an important 
role in economic construction. (6 Jun e) 

Qinghai Military 

22 May: China's first nuclear research base in Qinghai 
has become the Haibei Tibetan autonomous prefectural 
government seat, the Ming Pao newspaper of Hongkong 
reported. The former "Two-bomb" base (so called 
because the first atomic and hydrogen bombs were 
developed there) will be signed over to the Haibei 
government in June, when it will become the area with 
the most convenient transport, production, living and 
investment facilities in Qinghai. The base was closed in 
1987, with fixed assets valued at yuan 100 m. A 
number of new plants, including some joint ventures, 
are planned, as are preferential policies for investors. 
(28 May) 

Demonstrations 

May Demonstrations in Lhasa 

TIN News Update, 2 June, 1994 (part) 

There were at least four demonstrations and 10 arrests, 
plus seven cases of demonstrators allegedly being badly 
beaten, in the Tibetan capital in the last week of May, 
according to unofficial sources in Lhasa. 

24th May: 2 Incidents 

On Tuesday 24th May four monks were reported to 
have been arrested after they began a pro-independence 
protest near the Jokhang Temple in the Barkor area. 
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according to a report yesterday by the Kyodo news 
agency in Tokyo, citing unnamed foreign tourists. 

The four monks were detained at around 9am by police 
after shouting pro-independence slogans and some of 
the monks were knocked to the ground by the police 
before being led away, said the report. 

Sources in Lhasa later confirmed that a demonstration 
involving between four and nine monks took place on 
the morning of 24th May, the day after the 43rd 
anniversary of the Tibetan Government's surrender to 
invading Chinese forces. 

A second small-scale incident involving one man took 
place later the same afternoon and was witnessed by a 
western tourist. "I was standing in front of the Jokhang 
and, on the left as you face the temple, I heard a few 
shouted words from a man," said the tourist, who 
asked not to be named. 

"There was a crowd around him and police parked 
nearby in two jeeps. The police rushed over, picked the 
man up under the arms and carried him into the jeep 
and drove away," said the Westerner, who added that 
the incident lasted in all about two minutes. The 
incident is believed to have been a pro-independence 
protest. 

25th May: Nuns Protest 

A third small scale incident took place on 25th May, an 
important religious festival marking the anniversary of 
the Buddha's enlightenment. Five women, all nuns from 
Garu nunnery near Lhasa, were arrested, apparently for 
staging a pro-independence protest. At least one other 
woman involved in the demonstration managed to run 
away before the police arrived, and her current 
whereabouts are unknown. 

During the early hours of the same day a number of 
posters or slogans were put up on the walls of two 
public toilets in the Lukhang area behind the Potala 
Palace, apparently by pro-independence groups. A 
Westerner who photographed police removing the 
slogans at about 8am that morning was chased and 
briefly detained by police, who confiscated his film, 
according to a report from tourists arriving in 
Kathmandu. 

Nuns from Garu Nunnery Detained 25th May 

TIN News Update, 29 May, 1994: Revised; (part) 

Further reports from Lhasa said that the protest on the 
25th May took place in the Barkor at around 1pm. The 
reports also gave the names of the five nuns who were 
detained after the protest: 

Phuntsog Peyang, age 27, layname Pema Drolma. Birth 
place: Toelung Dechen county, Gurum xiang, Chaggyu 
neighbourhood No 2. 

Phuntsog Wangmo age 21 or 23, layname Lobsang 
Drolma. Birthplace: Meldrogungkar county, Modrong 
xiang, neighbourhood No 6. 

Phuntsog Tsomo, age 19, layname Yangka. Birthplace: 
Phenpo Ganden Choekhor, neighbourhood No 6. 
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Ngawnag Kunsel, iayname Dekyi Nyima, age 20. 
Birthplace: Lhokha prefecture, Tsona county, Gongkar 
xiang, neighbourhood No 1. 

Ngawang Lamdrol, age 19, Iayname Pasang Lhamo. 
Birthplace: Phenpo Lhundrup county, Jeka xiang, 
neighbourhood No 2. 

The name of the nun who escaped was also provided. 
Five of the six nuns were new recruits to the nunnery, 
over thirty of whose members are already serving 
prison sentences for staging protests. 

Tax Protest in Lhasa 

TIN News Update, 27 May, 1994 revised 

Chinese police are alleged to have beaten demonstrators 
and arrested five Tibetans when shopkeepers staged a 
medium sized protest against tax increases in Lhasa 
today, according to sources in the city. 

Up to 200 Tibetans joined a crowd in the Tibetan 
capital protesting outside local Government offices this 
afternoon, Friday 27th May. The demonstrators were 
protesting against apparently arbitrary increases earlier 
that day of over 20% in levies taxes on shopkeepers. 

The incident, which falls close to two sensitive 
anniversaries, may have been fuelled by a concealed 
political agenda. Monday 23rd May marked the 33rd 
anniversary of the Tibetans' formal surrender to the 
Chinese in the "17 Point Agreement" of 1951, and 
Tuesday was the anniversary of a major protest in 
1993 which began as a complaint about prices but 
turned into a pro-independence rally. 

The protest, by far the largest to have taken place in 
Tibet this year, began around 2pm this afternoon when 
all the traders in the Barkor, the main shopping street in 
the Tibetan quarter of the city, closed their shops, 
apparently in protest at the tax increase. 

At about 4.30pm Between 100 and 200 people 
gathered in front of the offices of the Lhasa 
Chengguanqu, the Inner City Government, in Dekyi Shar 
Lam (Beijing Dong Lu) and shouted slogans against 
taxation. The protesters were joined by around 100 
onlookers who also joined in the shouting, said one 
report. 

Ten or more police cars converged on the area, 
according to one western witness, and at about 5pm 
police cordoned off the street and filmed the protestors 
until armed police moved in and took up positions 
around the Government offices. These police, who were 
wearing camouflage outfits, were armed with AK-47s 
and carried riot shields bearing the logo Gong An (Public 
Security) in Chinese characters. 

A number of demonstrators were beaten and five 
people are believed to have been arrested, according to 
an unconfirmed report. 

A platoon of armed police was moved by truck into the 
area at around 7.30 pm, by which time the crowd had 
dispersed and the situation was calm, said the report. 


Staff at the Banakshol, the hotel opposite the site of the 
demonstration, acting on police instructions, closed the 
curtains on all windows overlooking the main street, 
and police impounded the passport of one foreigner and 
confiscated film from four caught looking from their 
rooms. Watching disturbances is illegal for foreigners in 
Tibet, according to local laws issued in 1987. 

Kyodo, a news agency based in Japan, confirmed the 
report in a press release issued from Tokyo on 27th 
May. "Armed police beat and rounded up some 40 
Tibetan merchants who demonstrated against a tax hike 
in the Tibetan city of Lhasa," said the news agency, 
citing "informed sources" 

"The police charged the Tibetans as they shouted such 
slogans as "we oppose a tax increase" in front of the 
local administration office", noted Kyodo. "A column of 
some 100 armed policemen blockaded roads leading up 
to the scene of the brawl for a few hours," said the 
news agency, citing "foreign travellers who witnessed 
the beatings." 

27th May Protest: Seven Hospitalised 

TIN News Update, 29 May, 1994: revised; (part) 

At least seven people were taken to hospital for medical 
treatment after they were beaten by police during the 
anti-tax protest on 27th May, according to unofficial 
sources in the Tibetan capital. The demonstrators were 
protesting against steep increases in taxes on 
shopkeepers. 

Most of the demonstrators were dispersed by 6pm, but 
it is now clear that an unknown number were detained 
within the Inner City Government office compound for 
the night. Seven of the protestors (not five as reported 
earlier), including women, received "serious injuries" 
from beatings during arrest which required hospital 
treatment, according to reports today from Lhasa. 
Kyodo News Service, quoting "informed sources", said 
that 40 Tibetans were beaten and "rounded up" by 
police. 

Plainclothes police were said to be patrolling the streets 
yesterday, 28th May, in large numbers and police 
vehicles were visible on all main streets in Lhasa. The 
Barkor, the Tibetan quarter of Lhasa, was briefly 
declared off limits to tourists and all shops there remain 
closed on Saturday 28th May, after shop keepers 
continued a boycott of trade for the second day. 

One source claimed the tax on shop keepers had been 
increased by 100%, but others said the increase was 
around 25-30%. 

The protests, which began on Friday afternoon, are 
believed by some western observers to be fuelled by 
Tibetan disapproval of the US decision to renew China's 
most favoured trading status, announced on Thursday 
by US President Bill Clinton. 

Clinton had undertaken last year that the status would 
be renewed only if China achieved "overall significant 
progress" in human rights, including in Tibet. Clinton 
stated on Thursday that such progress had not been 
achieved, but renewed the status anyway. 
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The Tibetans cannot legally demonstrate on such an 
issue, and the shop strike is reported by some western 
observers to be a cover for a MFN protest, as well as a 
reaction to tax increases. A similar tactic, including a 
seven day closure of shops, was used in a major 
demonstration on May 24th last year, when a protest 
by over 1,000 Tibetans against price rises later turned 
into a pro-independence rally. 

Tibetan traders in Lhasa, believed to be in the minority 
except in the Barkor area, are planning to continue their 
current shut-down for at least a week, according to one 
unconfirmed source. A similar shop closure lasted for 
three days from 8th June 1991 when the authorities 
tried to increase the monthly tax on Barkor shop 
keepers by 50%. 

All Tibetan shops in the area were closed, some 
voluntarily, and others under pressure from other 
traders, some of whom threw stones at shops that 
remained open, according to some reports. 

Concern about "high price rises" and other "outstanding 
contradictions and problems" was expressed last week 
by the Tibet branch of the Chinese People's Political 
Consultative Conference, an official body of local 
dignitaries, according an announcement on Lhasa TV on 
21st May, monitored by the BBC. 

Tax Protest Deemed "Political"; Arrests Follow 

TIN News Update, 2 June, 1 994 (part) 

Sources in Lhasa report that during the night of Friday 
27th May it was decided after a series of late night 
emergency meetings of Party, government and security 
officials at both municipal and regional level that the 
protest earlier that day was to be judged as a political 
incident rather than an economic one. 

This decision, usually reserved for pro-independence 
incidents, allows the authorities to charge 
demonstrators as "counter-revolutionaries" and would 
entitle the security forces to use maximum force if 
necessary. 

This decision and fears of further unrest reportedly led 
the security forces during the night of 27th May to 
arrest from their homes an unknown number of 
suspected activists regarded as possible instigators of 
protests. 

The name of only one of these is known so far, a 
woman named Drolma Yangzom. Her husband, a 37 
year old former building labourer named Tenzin Norbu, 
fled to India in November 1994 after being imprisoned 
for three months from July 1993 because he had lent 
his camera to two other Tibetan activists who were 
caught taking photographs in restricted areas. Tenzin 
Norbu had earlier been imprisoned for 8 months and 
badly beaten for involvement in a demonstration in 
March 1988. The couple have one child. 

Patrols by both plain clothes police and armed 
paramilitary units in trucks were reported to have 
continued over the weekend of 28-29th May and 
tension was described as "high", with tourist groups 
being kept away from the Tibetan quarter of Lhasa. 
There are unconfirmed reports of a protest inside the 


main Lhasa prison, connected to the re-awarding by US 
President Clinton of trade privileges to China. 

The official one month period of heightened security is 
due to end on 10th June. 

Additional Note: TIN News Update, 8 June 1994 (part) 

Further details continued to emerge of protestors being 
severely beaten by armed police during the protest by 
Tibetan shop-keepers against tax increases on 27th 
May. 

During the incident seventeen of the shop-keepers were 
taken in two trucks from the offices of the Lhasa Inner 
City Government, where the protest was held, and 
beaten, kicked, hit with gun butts and punched by 
members of the People's Armed Police, according to 
several accounts. "An old man was loaded into truck by 
three police holding his hands and feet like an animal", 
said one Tibetan account. The detainees were then 
driven to the municipal detention centre at Gutsa, but 
staff there refused to accept them because many were 
bleeding badly from head wounds. The detainees were 
then driven back to the Government offices and 
released, with seven, possibly from this group, being 
taken to hospital for treatment. 

Five alleged leaders of the tax protest are reported to be 
still imprisoned in Seitru prison, the regional detention 
centre. Their imprisonment follows an uncharacteristicly 
harsh decision by the Lhasa authorities on the night of 
27th May to define the protest as a political incident, 
even though most Tibetan reports now say it was an 
economic protest. 

The protest was not against an increase in the rate of 
tax, as first reported, but against the assessment of 
each shop-keeper's stock value. The assessment, which 
is made by officials on the strength of a brief visual 
inspection, is apparently more or less arbitrary, and is 
alleged to favour Chinese traders or Tibetans selling 
Chinese products. Chinese and Hui traders did not join 
the protest. 

On the morning of 27th May tax officials increased the 
capital assessment, or ma-rtsa in Tibetan, of a number 
of Tibetan shopkeepers by up to 300%, according to 
some reports, leading the traders to close their shops 
and protest to the local Government. 

Additional Note: 29th June, 1994 

The increases in capital assessment on the morning of 
27th May were done by individual tax inspectors, but 
during the next four weeks official announcements 
were made at Neighbourhood meetings in the Barkor 
area of Lhasa, where the Tibetan market is situated, 
setting new minimum levels of capital assessment, 
according to an unofficial source in Lhasa. The new 
minimum capital assessment, for tax purposes, for a 
restaurant was reportedly set at 1,500 yuan (about 
$180), and the new minimum for a street stall or cart 
was set at 1,000 yuan (about $120). For a small 
restaurant this could mean a monthly levy of 150 and 
100 yuan respectively 

The rates are high in a country where the average 
annual income for a farmer is 521 yuan, while a well 
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paid Government employee in Lhasa might get an 
monthly salary of between 1 50 and 300 yuan. 

The new assessment figures, which discriminate 
against the poorest traders, represent an increase of 
between 300 and 500% for those with the least stock. 
"For lots of people this means going out of business, 
and for others it means not sending the children to 
school," commented a Westerner who knows the 
Barkor market well. The tax assessment does not 
appear to vary with the kind of stock a trader carries, 
claimed the Westerner, so that in some cases a rich 
shop keeper can be paying the same as a small fruit 
seller." 

Other essential services, such as water, power and 
health inspection, are expected to increase their charges 
in line with the tax hikes, according to one source. 

By 2nd June all the shops in the Barkor had re-opened 
and the protest was over. But the most significant 
aspect of the incident was the hard-line response of the 
authorities, which was unprecedented. Similar trade 
boycotts or demonstrations by Lhasa shopkeepers have 
led to on the spot negotiations with the city authorities, 
and the protests by traders in 1991 and 1993 led to 
official concessions on price or tax increases. 

The decision of the authorities to treat the tax protest 
as a political incident, and the refusal to reverse the tax 
increases indicates a major hard-line shift in policy, and 
appears designed to isolate Tibetan petty traders, and 
possibly to put them out of business. It is not known if 
the initial tax increases affected Chinese traders 
equally, but there are no reports of support for the 
protest among Chinese merchants or peddlers. The new 
minimum levels, if confirmed, will affect both ethnic 
groups equally. 

The aggressive response of the Chinese authorities to 
the tax protest is the clearest example so far of the 
administration's new ideological position on "splittist 
tactics". Tibetan nationalists are now seen as taking 
advantage of social and economic unrest, as they did in 
the 24 May 1993 demonstration, which began as a 
protest against price rises. "In particular, in light of 
changes in the international situation after last May, the 
Dalai Lama clique changed its techniques by attempting 
to exploit "hot" social topics to create new 
disturbances and troubles", said the TAR Governor, 
Gyaltsen Norbu, in his annual work report to the 
Congress, published on 6th June. 

Correction: 28th May 

Please note that contrary to an earlier report there was 
not an anti-tax demonstration on 28th May in Lhasa. 

Tax Protest: Eyewitness Account 

K, a Tibetan from outside Lhasa, was in a hotel near the 
local Government offices, from where he could see the 
shopkeepers' protest against the tax increases of 27th 
May. He describes what he saw. 

My brother had gone for a walk around the 
Barkhor. He came back to the hotel where we 
were staying at around 3pm saying that the 


shops were dosed and that people on the street 
said something was going to happen. 

A group of plain clothes security people came 
into the hotel. They didn’t say anything to us or 
to the tourists. They just went upstairs, looked 
around and left. The manager told both us and 
the guests that we were not allowed to leave the 
hotel. 

At 4.30pm we heard a noise outside and my 
brother and / went to the toilet on the third floor 
of the hotel and looked out of the window. We 
saw a crowd of about 40 people and many 
policemen with rifles. The crowd was standing in 
front of the tax office opposite the Banakshol 
hotel. 

/ saw that most people in the crowd were 
women. They shouted some slogans. / couldn't 
hear the slogans clearly. My brother said that 
people on the street said there would be a 
demonstration about taxes. Other tourists said 
the same. / could not hear whether the slogans 
were about taxes, but in any case / don't think 
they were political. 

Soon more people came. / think there were about 
80, but / didn't count them. After about 10 
minutes the police arrested seven women and 
one old man. / think they were the leaders, but 
I'm not sure. They didn't shout louder or behave 
any differently from other people. 

The crowd just watched when the police 
arrested these people. They didn't try to help, 
they didn't do anything or say anything. The 
seven women and the man were not handcuffed. 
They were just put in the truck and driven off. 
After a few minutes the crowd stopped shouting 
and went away. 

The plain clothes security people came to the 
hotel again. My brother and / went back to the 
room when we saw them coming in, so / dint 
see anything after that. The security people 
didn't say anything. All the tourists in the hotel 
had to stay inside for two more hours. 

31st May: Fifth Demonstration 

TIN News Update, 8 June 1994 (part) 

Conditions remained tense in Lhasa, with the fifth 
demonstration being reported within a week on 31st 
May when seven monks were arrested after staging a 
pro-independence protest in the Barkor. The monks, 
whose names are not known, were from Nethang 
Tashigang, a monastery 20 km south-west of Lhasa. 

June 14th: Lhasa Demonstration 

TIN News Update, 22 June, 1994 v2 (part) 

Three more nuns were detained last week immediately 
after they started to shout slogans in the Barkor, Lhasa, 
according to an unofficial report from the Tibetan 
capital. 

The incident took place at about 3pm on Tuesday 14th 
June. The three women, who came from Shar nunnery 
in Phenpo, were "knocked to the ground, kicked and 
beaten" by police during the arrest, according to the 
unconfirmed report. They are believed to have been 
taken to Gutsa prison 4 km east of Lhasa. Their names 
are not known. 
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This is the eighth reported such incident in Tibet this 
year, and brings to 38 the number of monks and nuns 
reported to have been arrested for demonstrating so far 
this year, besides an unknown number of Tibetan 
traders arrested for protesting against tax increases. 

Phenpo Crackdown and Arrests 

TIN News Update / 6 July, 1994 

More arrests have taken place as Tibetans react to a 
crackdown by Chinese police on a rural monastery in 
the mountains north of Lhasa, according to unofficial 
reports from Tibet. 

The crackdown followed a brief demonstration or 
attempted demonstration by three nuns in Lhasa on 
14th June. The nuns all came from a nunnery at Shar in 
Phenpo county, 45 km north of Lhasa. 

In reprisals three days after the incident police and 
members of the People's Armed Police (Wry Jing) are 
reported to have swooped on the nunnery in Phenpo 
and on the nearby monastery of Ganden Choekor, 
regarded as a local nationalist centre and the scene of 
similar raids last summer after a pro-independence 
protest in Nemo, a nearby village. 

After the police raids, four monks from Phenpo Ganden 
Choekor travelled immediately to Lhasa and on 19th 
June tried to staged a protest in the Barkor, the Tibetan 
quarter of the capital. 

They were arrested on the north-west corner of the 
Barkor pilgrimage circuit at 3.25pm, immediately after 
they gathered and began to chant slogans. A Tibetan 
source, who said the monks had wrapped white scarves 
round their raised fists, said that the four men were 
arrested immediately by security officials and beaten up 
before being taken away. Their names are not known. 

Shar nunnery is said to have been placed under guard 
by police and Wu Jing, who had set up tents around the 
nunnery, according to one report, which added that the 
nuns are believed to have fought with the police and 
damaged a police vehicle. "The situation in this area is 
tense," commented one source. 

The nunnery, built beside the site of an important 11th 
century chorten or reliquary about 5 km west of 
Lhundrup Dzong, was destroyed after the Chinese 
invasion but has been rebuilt since 1985 by a group of 
nuns. This is the first report of nuns from Shar taking 
part in a political protest. 

Ngamring, Woka incidents 

There has been unrest in two other rural areas, 
according to two unconfirmed reports from Lhasa, 
which gave few details of the incidents. One account 
referred to large scale unrest which took place in mid- 
May in Ngamring (Chinese: Namling), a remote county 
town in Shigatse prefecture about 150 km west of 
Lhasa. A small local incident is said to have erupted into 
large-scale confrontation between hundreds of locals 
and hastily assembled security forces, leading to 
fighting and damage to property. Local Wu Jing units 
were called to help the Public Security police and a 
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number of arrests are said to have taken place. Further 
details are unavailable. 

A protest is also reported to have taken place on 26th 
April in Woka (Chinese: Oiga), a small town in Zangri 
county, Lhokha prefecture, about 140 km south-east of 
Lhasa. The incident, which is said to have included calls 
for independence, took place during a meeting of the 
local committee. These meetings, where attendance is 
sometimes mandatory, are often used by officials to 
carry out political re-education or propaganda exercises 
and have led to several protest in rural areas. 

The incident, which did not involve violence, was said 
to have been contained by local officials. 

An earlier report said a number of nuns had been 
arrested for political reasons in late February or early 
March from the nunnery of Choebup, in the Chiteshol 
valley, 80 km south of Lhasa. Over 30 people wree 
arrested from the area after protests in villages and 
monasteries in the valley in May and June 1993, 
including Ngawang Choedron and Tenzin Choenyi, both 
nuns from Choebup nunneryy, 

The reports are unconfirmed but suggest that there may 
have been an increase in rural unrest during the 
summer, as there was last year. Neither Woka, adjacent 
to one of China's largest mines in Tibet, nor Ngamring 
are known to have had any previous incidents of unrest. 


Prisons, Arrests 

0.4% Acquittals in Chinese Courts 

China's courts prosecuted 403,267 criminal cases 
during 1993, according to the Supreme People's Court 
Work report presented to the National People's 
Congress on 15th March. 38% of the 451,920 who 
received sentences in these trials were sent to prison 
for five years or over, or given a death sentence, said 
Ren Jianxin, the president of the Supreme People's 
Court. 2,000 people were found not guilty during 1993 
- an acquittal rate of 0.44% - three times less than the 
figure in 1992. 

Arrests 

TIN News Roundup, 8 May, 1994 (part) 

Two Tibetans arrested during a demonstration on 27th 
March have been named by unofficial Tibetan sources in 
Lhasa. 

The two men, both monks, were named Kelsang 
Phuntsog, age 19, and Nyima Tsering, also aged 19. 
Both were monks from Nyethang Tashi monastery, 17 
kilometres south west of Lhasa. Both of the monks 
were born in Nyethang, the site of the principal seat of 
the 11th century Indian sage, Atisha. 

The two monks began their demonstration, which took 
place on the north side of the Barkor, by unfurling a 
Tibetan flag, but were immediately taken away by 
police, even before they had time to shout slogans, 
according to one report. Sources in Tibet said they did 
not know which prison the two men were held in. 
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Additional Note: TIN News Update, 2 June, 1994 - (part) 

On 13th May a 30 year old monk from Ganden 
Monastery, was arrested by police on suspicion of 
helping Tibetans to cross the border to Nepal illegally, 
according to another source. The monk, Chung Tsering, 
from Meldrogungkar county, also risks being accused of 
carrying information to the exile Government based in 
India, suggested the source, who asked not to be 
named. 

Prisoner Transfer - Unconfirmed Report 

TIN News Roundup, 8 May, 1994 (part) 

A large number of prisoners may be transferred from 
Lhasa to Chengdu, according to an unconfirmed report 
from Tibet. If correct this would be the first reported 
transfer of Tibetan prisoners from Lhasa to prisons 
outside the TAR. 

300 prisoners from Lhasa's Drapchi jail were due to be 
transferred by road on 18th or 19th April, the source 
claimed. There were no indications as to whether 
political prisoners would be included in the transfer, and 
it is not known if the transfer took place. No other 
details are known about the report, which is 
unconfirmed. 

Additional Note (TIN News Update, 22 June, 1994 (part)) 

Unofficial reports continue to emerge from Tibet of the 
transfer in early April of just over 300 prisoners to 
remote labour camps in Qinghai, 1200 km north east of 
Lhasa. It is not clear how many if any of these prisoners 
were being held for political offences. 

Although it is common in China itself for prisoners to be 
sent to remote prisons, this is the first time since the 
current wave of unrest began 7 years ago that prisoners 
from the Tibet Autonomous Region have been shifted to 
another province. 

The development, a major change in security policy, will 
enormously hamper monitoring efforts as well as 
attempts by local Tibetans to ensure that prisoners are 
supplied with adequate food and clothing. 

Sources contacted in Lhasa say that there is no sign of 
political prisoners being transferred from Drapchi prison, 
the main jail for prisoners who have received court 
sentences. 

Death of Nun in Lhasa Prison 

TIN News Update, 8 June, 1994 

A Tibetan woman dissident died in custody in Lhasa 
this week-end, according to unofficial sources in the 
city, who said that the death appeared to have been 
caused by lack of proper medical treatment in the prison 
and was connected to earlier beatings by prison staff. 

The authorities have already had the corpse cremated, 
against the wishes of the family, making an 
independent medical assessment impossible, said the 
sources. 

The woman, Phuntsog Yangkyi, a 20 year old Buddhist 
nun from Michungri nunnery, 3 km north-east of Lhasa, 


died at the Police Hospital in Lhasa at 2pm on Saturday, 
two days after lapsing into a coma. 

Phuntsog, who came from Thongpo Gang in 
Meldrogungkar county, was serving a five year 
sentence for taking part in a brief pro-independence 
demonstration on 3rd February 1992. 

She became unconscious after medical staff in the 
prison gave her medication because she was "speaking 
uncontrollably", suggesting that she had a mental 
disorder or a nervous breakdown. 

Phuntsog Yangkyi was amongst several woman 
prisoners who were badly beaten by prison staff for 
singing allegedly nationalist songs in the prison on 11th 
February during celebrations for the Tibetan New Year. 
Tibetans with contacts inside the prison say that the 
beating may have led to her illness. 

The medication, probably sedatives or sleeping pills, 
was first administered on 1st June. The nun's condition 
deteriorated progressively until she became comatose 
three days later. 

She was transferred from the prison to the Police 
Hospital in Lhasa, and her father, a widower, was 
brought to the hospital from his village, but she had 
already lost consciousness and died shortly after his 
arrival. 

"This incident is further confirmation that the medical 
staff in Drapchi prison are either badly trained or are not 
interested in treating political prisoners", commented a 
well-informed Tibetan in Lhasa. 

The body was cremated on Monday 6th June, 
reportedly against the wishes of the family, making it 
impossible for them to arrange for an independent 
medical investigation or for Tibetan funeral rituals to 
take place, said the sources. 

Phuntsog Yangkyi, whose layname was Migzang or 
Migzom, was 19 years old when she took part with five 
others in a brief demonstration in the Tibetan quarter of 
Lhasa. The protest lasted a few minutes before 
protestors were arrested. 

The 3rd February protest appears to have caused more 
than usual embarrassment to the authorities because it 
took place on the eve of Chinese New Year, just as the 
Governor of the Tibet region, the vice-mayor of Lhasa 
and some 15 other high officials were paying a New 
Year visit to the Barkor Police station. 

"Just as the group of officials was leaving the police 
station, they were faced with the demonstration led by 
the nuns, followed by the public and by the police from 
the two Barkor police stations. They were virtually 
fighting to arrest the demonstrators," said one Tibetan 
account. 

The Lhasa court which sentenced the demonstrators on 
3rd August 1992 said the "the defendants ganged up 
... to hold an illegal demonstration in Lhasa, shouting 
the slogan "Tibet is Independent". 
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"The defendants undertook an illegal demonstration 
with counter-revolutionary intent. They must bear 
criminal responsibility. Their crime is great,” declared 
the court, sentencing the women to up to seven years 
for spreading "counter-revolutionary propaganda". 

The five year sentence on Phuntsog Yangkyi was 
imposed "in order to protect the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, to preserve the unification of the 
motherland, and to severely crack down on the criminal 
activities of the counter-revolutionaries in their attempts 
to separate the motherland", according to official court 
documents obtained by TIN. 

Earlier this week the Tibetan Government in exile issued 
a report from its base in Northern India of a Tibetan 
monk who is alleged to have died last autumn as a 
result of torture in a police station in Eastern Tibet. The 
monk, 32-year old Lhadar, was arrested on 20th 
August last year on suspicion of putting up pro¬ 
independence posters in Lithang, a Tibetan town in 
what is now western Sichuan. He died a few days after 
the arrest, according to the report. 


Over 250 Political Prisoners in Main 
Lhasa Jail 

TIN News Update, 22 June, 1994 v2 

There are now over 250 political prisoners in Tibet's 
main prison, more than double the number four years 
ago, according to detailed reports received from 
unofficial sources in Lhasa. The number of women 
political prisoners in the prison has tripled in the last 
three years. 

The prisoners, who range in age from 16 to 83, are 
serving sentences averaging just under seven years 
each. 40 are serving sentences of 10 years or more, 
and one man, a former school teacher, is serving a 28 
year sentence for shouting or writing pro-independence 
slogans. 

Three more women were arrested for taking part in a 
brief protest on 14th June, the eighth reported incident 
of this kind in Tibet this year. 

Details of the prisoners held at Lhasa's Drapchi prison 
emerged in a list which was smuggled out of Tibet 
earlier this week to the Tibet Information Network, an 
independent news monitoring organisation based in 
London. 

The list, compiled in February this year by underground 
activists with close connections to the prison, gives 
details of 255 prisoners - 84% of whom are Buddhist 
monks or nuns - serving sentences in Drapchi jail for 
political offences. In 1990 there were less than 100 
political prisoners at the same prison. 

68 of the 255 political prisoners now held in Drapchi 
are women, compared to 23 who were there in 1991. 
All except two of the women are nuns arrested for 
staging pro-independence demonstrations, most of 
which lasted less than 5 minutes. 


Sentences Up to 28 Years 

The longest sentence amongst the women is a 17 year 
sentence being served by 24 year old Phuntsog 
Nyidron, who was given nine years for taking part in a 
demonstration in 1989 and an additional eight years for 
singing a nationalist song inside the prison in June 
1993. She was given an exemplary sentence because 
she had been the store keeper at her nunnery and was 
therefore considered by the Chinese to have been in a 
position of authority. 

The average sentence for a political prisoner in Tibet is 
now just under seven years. The male prisoner with the 
longest sentence remains 64 year old Tanak Jigme 
Zangpo, who was a primary school teacher in 1964 
when he was first given a three year sentence for 
criticising the Chinese presence in Tibet. He completed 
a 10 year sentence for a similar offence in 1980 but in 
1983 began a 15 year sentence imposed for writing a 
pro-independence poster. This was extended in 1987 
by 5 years and in 1991 by a further eight years, giving 
a total of 28 years. 

The youngest woman prisoner in Drapchi jail, Kunchog 
Tsomo from Meldro Gyama, was a 15 year old nun 
when she was arrested during a demonstration in June 
1993 and sentenced to three years in the prison. 

Two of the prisoners are still only 16 years old: 
Lobsang Khedrup, a Ganden monk arrested for 
demonstrating on 17th June 1992 and sentenced to 5 
years, and Trinley Gyaltsen, a monk from the 
monastery of Tsepak Lhakhang serving three years for 
demonstrating on 4th June 1993, according to the list. 

The oldest prisoner is 83 year old Lobsang Tsondrue, a 
monk from Drepung monastery who is serving a seven 
year sentence. 

The majority of the 255 prisoners have been convicted 
of "spreading counter-revolutionary propaganda", a term 
used by the Chinese to describe shouting a political 
slogan or distributing a pamphlet. Most of the 
sentences of 15 years or more have gone to people 
who formed "counter-revolutionary organisations", 
meaning that they were in groups that supported 
independence. 

With the exception of Tanak Jigme Zangpo all the 
political prisoners in Drapchi were arrested in or after 
1987, 100 of them in 1992. 51 prisoners were 
sentenced for offences committed in 1993, but that 
figure is likely to increase as more trials take place and 
other detainees are sentenced and transferred from 
detention centres to Drapchi. 

Drapchi, officially known as the Tibet Autonomous 
Region Prison No.1, only holds those prisoners who 
have been tried by a court. The list therefore names 
only those Tibetan activists who received court 
sentences, and does not include an estimated 1-200 
Tibetans held without trial in various forms of 
administrative detention, or those who are still being 
interrogated or awaiting trial. 

The list also excludes four well known political activists 
serving sentences at the Tibet Autonomous Prison 
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No.2, which is situated in Powo Tramo, Nyingtri, about 
350 km east of Lhasa. 

One prisoner, the nun Phuntsog Yangkyi, has died, 
allegedly as a result of medical maltreatment in the 
prison, since the list was compiled (see TIN Update 9th 
June 1994). 

Chinese Media on Campaign against Pro- 
Independence Movements 

A summary of Chinese media reports on camapaigns against 
"splittism" in different nationality areas, selected from the 
BBC Summary of World Broadcasts (SWB). 

15 May: Gyaincain [Gyaltsen] Norbu, chairman of the 
TAR government, speaking at the TAR people's 
congress, "expounded in detail how to wage a thorough 
anti-splittist struggle, strengthen the political power at 
the grass-roots level, do good work concerning 
nationalities and religions in the new period, strengthen 
the legal system, step up the building of spiritual 
civilisation and deepen the anti-corruption struggle". (31 
May; see also SWB 19 May) 

17 May: Deputies to the people's congress in Tibet held 
"heated discussions", Tibet Daily reported. Leaders 
present included Chen Kuiyuan, Raidi and Gyaincain 
Norbu. Besides discussing reform "the special 
importance of stability in Tibet was a topic to which 
deputies paid very close attention ... (they) suggested 
that all problems be resolutely addressed in the bud". 
(31 May) 

17 May: the TAR branch of the Chinese People's 
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) has become 
"an important political force", Beijing radio said, which, 
in opposing splittism and enhancing patriotism, has 
been safeguarding the motherland's unity. (19 May) 

22 May: Raidi, deputy secretary of the TAR party 
committee, addressed leading cadres on the "anti- 
splittist" struggle in Tibet at a special meeting, Tibet 
Daily reported on 24 May. 

"My purpose", he said "is to enable ... cadres at all 
levels to gain an in-depth understanding of the anti- 
splittist struggle, to analyse ... the current situation and 
to lay down a plan for our next-step work". 

While Raidi claimed the leadership had "won important 
victories", "the anti-splittist struggle situation facing us 
is severe and the task is quite arduous", he said. Hostile 
splittists "have stepped up their collusion with Western 
hostile forces ... vainly attempting to exert pressure". 

"Some localities have opposed slogans ... the numbers 
of witches and sorcerers have increased. [...] Due to 
infiltration ... by splittist elements outside the country, a 
small number of our cadres and workers have wavered 
in their political stand", he warned. Control must be 
strengthened over temples and religious activities. 

In recent years, party, government and public security 
have successfully opposed splittism and promoted the 
economy but "There are still problems and 
inconsistencies in ... combating splittism...", he noted. 
But "There are actually some comrades who do not pay 
enough attention to this issue". But to simply stress 


economic work is not enough, he warned; "we have to 
struggle firmly against splittism." 

There are still quite serious problems of propaganda and 
border control. Because of religion, some party 
members have lost the ideological consciousness that 
communists ought to have. 

"We must not ... underestimate the enemy ... the 
splittist elements at home and abroad are old Tibet's 
ruling clique who represent the interests of a few serf 
owners". 

"We must resolutely foil splittists' attempts to infiltrate 
into the region ... all reactionary propaganda should be 
confiscated ... we should take quick action to crack 
down on severe criminal activities". 

Proper efforts should be made, Raidi said, to run a 
political campaign, but before introducing any reforms, 
they should be carefully explained. 

"Comrades", he concluded, "we are facing a grim 
situation in the fight against splittism and the arduous 
task of promoting stability, reform and development". 
This was a severe challenge, he noted, but by uniting 
and mobilising all forces, the healthy development of 
reform could be guaranteed. (6 June) 

23 May: Deputy party secretary Raidi attacked splittism 
in a speech to a TAR conference of leading party- 
member cadres, Lhasa TV reported. The meeting was 
chaired by Tibet's party boss Chen Kuiyuan. 

Raidi noted that the situation in the fight against 
splittism was on the whole satisfactory, but "owing to 
their class nature ... hostile forces in the world and 
separatists at home and abroad will never accept their 
defeat willingly" and "will do everything they can to 
intensify their splittist activities". 

"The anti-splittist situation we are now facing is 
therefore still a severe one", he said; leaders must be 
"vigilant in peacetime" and understand the "acute and 
complex" struggle. "We must take the necessary 
precautionary measures against what might occur", he 
added pointing out that "Leading cadres must firmly ... 
handle major issues of principle", while full rein must be 
given "to the special roles played by patriots and 
religious leaders of all nationalities ... in fighting 
splittism..." (27 May) 

24 May: The TAR people's congress ended on 24 May, 
Lhasa TV reported. Raidi, chairman of the TAR 
Congress, chaired the meeting at which many leaders 
were present; the meeting adopted a resolution on his 
government work report, on economic and social 
development plans for 1994 and other work reports. 
Raidi gave an "important speech", saying that 
"domestic and foreign splittist elements have ganged up 
with international hostile forces. They are intensifying, 
in every possible way, their splittist and sabotaging 
activities. We must thoroughly launch anti-splittist 
struggles (and) must sternly crack down on ... splittist 
activities". (27 May) 

24 May: A commentary broadcast by Lhasa TV hailed 
the "successful" conclusion of the TAR people's 
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congress and CPPCC meetings and urged that reform be 
made the top priority while launching an in-depth 
struggle against separatists. "The struggle between 
separatists and anti-separatists is a serious political 
struggle concerning the vital interests of the Chinese 
people of all nationalities, including the Tibetans ... The 
struggle between separatists and anti-separatists will be 
protracted, acute and complex". (27 May) 

Inner Mongolia Splittism 

30 April: Premier Li Peng arrived in Hohhot for a four- 
day emergency visit to deal with a cadre strike, the first 
incident of its kind since the communists came to 
power, the Hong Kong paper Cheng Ming reported on 1 
June. 

In early April Inner Mongolia cadres signed a petition 
demanding measures to curb inflation, increase living 
allowances and investigate corrupt officials . When 
talks with local leaders (who blamed instigation by 
"evildoers") failed led to resolve their grievances, nearly 
800 cadres defied a local government ultimatum by 
asking for sick leave and going on business trips. Then 
cadres in other cities became involved and the State 
Council sent two senior Beijing leaders to handle the 
dispute. 

Li Peng called a meeting and gave the following 
instructions: 

1. senior regional officials should go down to lower 
levels and departments to solve urgent problems and 
explain the government's measures. 

2. improve communications between upper and lower 
levels 

3. correct the party organisations 

4. show real concern for working and living conditions 
of cadres 

5. crack down on illegal underground organisations 
"supported by external forces". 

On 2 and 3 May, Li Peng met cadres and 
representatives from some regional departments. The 
cadres demanded the regional party secretary be sacked 
and the party and government be reorganised. 

Cheng Ming points out that the demands of the 
petitioners were similar to the demands put forward by 
students and others in the Tiananmen protest in 1989. 
It notes that more than 4,000 cadres participated as 
petitioners and more than 3,700 of those were party 
members. (6 June) 

Xinjiang splittism 

28 April: Eleven people were executed in Kashgar 
district, the EFE news agency (Madrid) reported, quoting 
an issue of the Xinjiang Daily which arrived in Beijing 
today. Thirty-six uothers were sentenced to prison for 
rape, holding up taxi-drivers, murder, robbery, blackmail, 
kidnapping, illegal detention and vandalism. This was 
part of a campaign against crime, the paper said, but 
the Spanish news agency commented that some of the 
accusations clearly refer to the fight against Uighur 
separatism. 

Kashgar has been the scene of numerous violent 
incidents since 1990 and the army has had to 


intervene, the agency said. The local press had noted 
that extremists committed crimes ranging from 
hijacking planes to manipulating Muslim beliefs for 
political purposes. The region is also rife with local 
mafias, with branches active in Beijing, the agency said. 
Diplomatic sources reveal that a "godfather" of the 
money black market at the Ritan market in Beijing was 
recently murdered. (30 April) 


Chinese Media on Law and Order 

Chinese reports on law and order, security and the Anti¬ 
corruption campaign, selected from the BBC Summary of 
World Broadcasts (SWB). 

10 March: Tibet's procuracy bodies received 408 tip- 
offs on economic crimes such as bribery and 
embezzlement in 1993, and dealt with 77 cases 
involving 83 people, Tibet Daily reported. There were 
seven major cases in which yuan 4 million was 
recovered. (19 April) 

13 March: The Tibet Daily published regulations to 
strengthen the supervision of new laws and regulations. 
These were adopted at the meeting of the region's 
people's congress standing committee. The regulations 
prescribe that groups should study how laws are 
enforced, report to the congress standing committee, 
investigate major cases but otherwise leave 
investigation to the legal authorities. (9 May) 

26 April: Tibet public security recently uncovered the 
trading of counterfeit renminbi in Lhasa, Zhedang, and 
Zalang county, China News Service in Hong Kong 
reported. Last year there were 37 cases involving yuan 
110,000 in fake notes. Use of counterfeit money is 
spreading to remote areas, the agency commented. (14 
May) 

28 April: "Corrupt phenomena remain very serious", 
Chen Kuiyuan, TAR party leader, declared at a regional 
discipline inspection and supervisory work conference in 
Lhasa, according to Lhasa TV. The anti-corruption drive 
should focus on senior officials as their crimes cause 
more harm, while those who "collude with splittist 
forces" should be resolutely investigated, he said. Party 
members should be educated and senior leaders should 
be personally held responsible for failures to advance 
economic and anti-corruption work. (30 April) 

8 May: "Thanks to earnest, resolute and concrete 
action, the majority of localities and departments in 
Tibet have recently scored initial successes in the three 
tasks of the anti-corruption drive", Tibet Daily asserted. 
According to incomplete statistics, at the end of 1993 
76% of leading cadres at county level and above had 
found themselves involved in free sightseeing trips, 
gambling, dinners, accepting cash and gifts at weddings 
and funerals or when performing official duties. Some 
were punished and the state and collectives recovered 
yuan 1.1m. 

During 1993, 177 fees paid by farmers and herdsmen 
were examined and 31 were abolished as unreasonable, 
Tibet Daily said. A total of yuan 1.8 m was found to 
have been wrongfully collected. (27 May) 
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Qinghai: law and order 

18 March: Recently Qinghai public security cracked the 
most serious drug-trafficking case ever in the province, 
the Legal Daily reported. Heroin totalling 6,220 g were 
seized and two culprits arrested. (29 April) 

28 March: The province's power network was seriously 
affected by theft, violence and sabotage, a conference 
held jointly by the public security forces and the power 
industry revealed, Xining radio reported. While the 
power network has grown, crime is growing and losses 
last year reached yuan 400,000. Public security was 
urged to step up safety management, crack down on 
theft and solve disputes between villages over power 
supplies. (12 April) 

5 April: Xining radio claimed "initial success" for the 
province in fighting corruption, with 94% plus of cadres 
undergoing "self-examination and self-correction". An 
anti-corruption campaign was launched in August 1993, 
and the complaints handling system has been speeded 
up. (29 April) 

10 April: Tian Chengping, governor of Qinghai province, 
urged popular involvement in fighting crime, Xining radio 
reported. "Our purpose in safeguarding social order is to 
maintain social stability to ensure smooth development 
of reform and opening up", he noted. Tian also urged 
party and government to publicise "boldly doing what is 
right". (26 April) 

20 April: Qinghai's provincial procuratorate reported 
that it had handled 230 submissions concerning 
economic crimes, according to Xining radio. These 
included nine major cases of embezzlement and bribe 
taking by cadres at section level and above involving 
yuan 10,000 each. One was a factory party secretary, 
another a people's armed police lieutenant colonel and a 
third a departmental party committee deputy secretary. 
(14 May) 

28 April: Qinghai public security cracked 11 serious 
drug cases since the start of the year, Xining radio 
reported. Thirteen drug traffickers were arrested. Last 
year they solved 60 serious cases and arrested 189 
offenders. (14 May) 

Inner Mongolia: law and order 

21 Feb: Tuoketuo public security bureau in Hohot broke 
up a major kidnap and smuggling ring, the Legal Daily 
reported. Several people from Sichuan allegedly 
kidnapped more than 200 women and sold them to 
human smugglers in Inner Mongolia for over yuan 
800,000, the paper reported. (25 March) 

1 March: Three men accused of belonging to a ring of 
gangsters in Erenhot city surrendered to the public 
security after a severe crackdown on crime, Inner 
Mongolia Daily reported. Erenhot, a border city, has 
been the scene of chaotic crime involving "border 
bandits and trade despots", with robbery, fighting and 
cheating in the markets. The crackdown has achieved a 
turn for the better, the paper claimed. (24 March) 

Xinjiang: law and order 


16 Feb: A series of regulations on "comprehensive 
management of social order" was published after 
approval by the Xinjiang people's congress, Xinjiang 
Daily reported. These regulations cover: responsibilities, 
punishment, education, propaganda, tightening 
supervision, reform through labour and re-education 
through labour. There are 46 articles, apparently 
designed to crack down on crime and counter¬ 
revolution". (20 April) 

16 Feb: cases involving economic disputes rose by over 
66%, totalling 14,924 i n 1993, the Xinjiang Daily 
reported. The sums involved reached over yuan 900 m. 
Over 1300 people were sentenced to death or 
imprisonment for economic crime, "thus effectively 
cracking down on serious economic crimes and 
promoting the anti-corruption drive". (21 March) 

Religion, Education, Health, Environment 
- Chinese Press 

Summaries of reports from the Chinese press, monitored by 
the BBC Summary of World Broadcasts. 

Religion 

25 March: The mother of the late Panchen Lama was 
introduced to Li Ruihuan, member of the ruling 
Politbureau Standing Committee, during a meeting of 
the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference 
in Beijing, Xinhua reported. Li told Yabshi Sonam 
Drolma, a CPPCC member attending the session, "Our 
party has lost a good friend... The Panchen was 
dedicated to safeguarding the unification of the 
motherland to promoting national unity and economic 
development." (13 April; see also entry under politicy) 

5 April: The installation of a security system at the 
Potala Palace has begun, China News Service reported. 
This modern system includes automated fire-fighting, 
burglar alarm, TV monitoring and command and 
communications system. Screens in the control centre 
will show conditions throughout the palace. It will cost 
3 m yuan, and will start operation in August. (27 April) 

14 May: Tsurpu monastery near Lhasa issued a 
statement "denouncing the activities of making abroad 
a puppet reincarnated child of the 16th living Buddha 
Karmapa by two fugitive Tibetans", Xinhua reported. 
The "puppet child" will never be recognised by the 
Tsurpu monastery and religious people in Tibet, it said, 
and accused Living Buddha Shamarba of fabricating 
documents and privately designating a Tibetan boy to 
be the reincarnation. Another child had been chosen in 
August 1992, in Tibet. (17 May) 

22 May: Raidi, deputy secretary of the TAR party 
committee, addressing leading cadres on the "anti- 
splittist" struggle, said that control must be 
strengthened over temples and religious activities, Tibet 
Daily reported on 24 May. Because of religion, some 
party members have lost the ideological consciousness 
that communists ought to have, Raidi said, adding that 
"the numbers of witches and sorcerers have increased." 
(6 June; see entry under Pro-Independence Movements 
for more details.) 

31 May: China's 14 year project to renovate 
monasteries in Tibet is drawing to an end, Xinhua 
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reported. Zhou Dunyou, in charge of the TAR nationality 
and religious affairs, said it had cost more than 260 m 
yuan, contributed by Beijing and the TAR government. 
Fourteen hundred monasteries had been renovated, of 
which 553 had been seriously damaged in the Cultural 
Revolution. 

Repairs to the Potala had cost 50 m yuan, the Jokhang 
3 m yuan, and 66 m yuan plus 600 kg of gold went on 
the new stupa for the dead Panchen Lama. 

Now lamas are being encouraged to raise funds for the 
monasteries themselves through handicrafts, 
restaurants or transport services for local farmers, 
Xinhua added. The major Lhasa monasteries have been 
successful but others still have problems, Zhou said. (4 
June) 

Following item not from Chinese source: 

2 June: The Chinese government will soon allow the 
11-year-old head of the Kagyu sect of Tibetan 
Buddhism to visit India, Kyodo reported. The boy, 
Ugyen Thinley Dorje, identified in 1992 as reincarnation 
of the sect's 16th karmapa, lives in the sect's former 
headquarters in Tsurphu monastery, some 50 kms from 
Lhasa. The centre of the sect today is at Rumtek, in 
north-east India. A rival group of lamas have enthroned 
an other boy, 10 year old Tenzin Chentse, in Delhi. (3 
June) 

Gansu: religion 

10 March: It is imperative to continue implementing the 
party's policy on freedom of religious belief, and to 
protect normal religious activities in accordance with 
the law, Yang Huaixiao, vice-governor of Gansu, stated, 
according to Lanzhou radio. At the same time, it is 
imperative to strengthen the administration of religious 
activities according to the law, he added. Yang was 
visiting mosques on the eve of the Id Festival. Earlier, 
another Gansu leader, Yang Zhenjie, stressed the need 
for education in Marxism, bringing religion under the law 
and accelerating economic development. (25 March) 

Sichuan: religion 

25 March: Ninety-eight percent of property in Sichuan 
rightfully belonging to the religious sector has been 
returned and hundreds of "unjust, false and erroneous 
cases involving people within this sector" have been 
redressed, the China News Agency reported, quoting 
the province's religious affairs bureau. More than 1,000 
religious leaders have been elected deputies to the 
people' congress or the people's political consultative 
conference at various levels. Property returned includes 
many monasteries, and yuan 9.8 million has been paid 
to compensate for losses and rents. The province has 
set up 150 patriotic religious bodies and opened 1,370 
religious sites. (6 April) 

Nationalities areas: religion 

15 March: Rightist deviation has appeared in party 
policy in some nationalities regions, Beijing radio 
reported. While the Cultural Revolution had caused 
leftist deviation, now religious activities "had got out of 
control and even resulted in religious forces being 
placed above the law and government administration." 


"Religious activities in some localities have violated the 
law and become criminal activities, causing serious 
damage to social stability", the radio said. "In particular, 
the feudal system of the founder of a religion which 
was abolished must absolutely not be restored. 
Regarding criminal activities touched off by religion, 
they must be punished according to the law", it added. 
(21 March) 

Education 

18 March: The TAR has adopted procedures for 
implementing China's law on compulsory education, 
Xinhua reported. This, Xinhua notes, sets out the task 
of implementing nine-year compulsory education in 
stages. Current education statistics were: children 
enroled in 1993: 63.2%; illiteracy rate among young 
and middle-aged people: 44%. Tibet has 3,111 primary 
schools with total enrolment of 213,777 and 71 regular 
secondary schools with enrolment of 25,365. (20 April) 

21 March: In an interview with Beijing radio, the vice- 
chairman of the Tibet Education Commission ?Qiang 
Erba Douji Ouzhou [Dorje Ngodrup] said Tibet had seen 
"very rapid" development of education recently. The 
aim was to increase the percentage of school age 
children attending school to 80% from the present 63% 
and set up herders' middle and primary schools. 
Meanwhile continued efforts will be made to run 
classes for Tibetan children in the hinterland. At present 
there are 11,000 Tibetan students studying in the 
hinterland. (26 March) 

6 May: In recent years Tibet's literary and art workers 
have stressed the importance of cultural life, Beijing 
radio reported. Last year six county cultural halls were 
built, the "Dandelion Plan" was outlined, a regional 
cultural committee for young children was formed and 
training was provided for budding talent. The movie 
screening system was improved and many art 
performances were held, the radio said. (12 May) 

20 May: TAR plans to have one middle school in each 
county and one higher primary school in each township 
by the end of the century, China News Agency 
reported. School attendance should reach 80%, it 
added. This was announced by Gyaincain Norbu at the 
regional people’s congress. Last year 248 new schools 
opened and attendance rate of school age children 
reached 63.4% (24 May) 

Environment 

24 March: The TAR has made great efforts to protect 
wild life in recent years, Xinhua reported. In 1991 the 
regional government set up the Tibet Regional 
Association for Wildlife Protection and issued 
regulations to implement China's 1992 wildlife 
protection act. An official of the association said that 
Tibet is rich in wildlife, with more than 5,700 plant 
species, 2,300 insect species, 64 kinds of fish, 488 
kinds of birds and 142 species of mammals native to 
the region. Tibet is also the habitat for 125 kinds of rare 
wildlife on the state's protection list. 

In recent years Tibet has set up 13 nature reserves for 
10,000 wild yak, more than 50,000 wild donkeys, 
about 50,000 Tibetan antelope, 650 golden monkeys, 
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1,500 black-necked cranes and 3,000 takins, a type of 
wild cow found in Tibet. 

Liu Wulin, deputy secretary general of the Tibet 
Regional Association for Wildlife Protection, says the 
efforts show that most Tibetans realise the importance 
of protecting wild life. He said the total rare animal 
resources had increased by 30%. (13 April) 

Health and Birth Control 

2 April: There is a serious imbalance in the sexes 
among babies born in Zaozhuang city, Shandong 
province, China News Service reported. In Zaozhuang 
the ratio of boys to girls was 144.6 to 100, and in 
Tengzhou city, subordinate to Zaozhuang, it was 163.8 
to 100. This was due to abortion of females following 
ultrasound scanning. Party and state officials who have 
scans should be dismissed, the Zaozhang party 
committee ordered. (26 April) 

29 May: Lhasa's public health department is working to 
improve water supply and sanitation, Xinhua reported. 
In the adjoining rural areas, with a population of around 
280,000 farmers and herdsmen, the water lacks iodine 
and selenium. The city has spent 3 m yuan since 1990 
to build nearly 400 water supply stations and deep 
wells. The government is also helping local villagers to 
build lavatories, and now 3,600 exist. (1 June) 

Qinghai Family Planning 

16 April: Governor Tian Chenping, speaking at a family 
planning discussion, said that the difficulties lay in rural 
and pastoral areas, Xining radio reported on 18 April. He 
said that family planning work should be linked with 
developing the rural commodity economy, to advance 
towards "civilised and happy families". He urged 
government departments and the whole of society to 
make efforts. (II May) 

Borders 

Tourism Doubts Surround Border Closure 

TIN News Update, 4 July, 1994 

The unexpected closure of Nepal's second border 
crossing with Tibet suggests signs of increasing 
nervousness within the Chinese administration over 
allowing tourists access to Tibet's western region. 

Chinese officials at the border crossing point between 
Simikot in Nepal and the Tibetan border town of 
Burang, 450 km north west of Kathmandu, have not 
admitted a foreign tourist since 1st June, according to 
reports from tourists and travel agents in the Nepalese 
capital. 

Tourism officials contacted by phone yesterday in the 
Ngari prefectural administration, which oversees the 
Burang area, denied the closure but said that no tourist 
group was expected before mid- or late July. 

One major Kathmandu travel company has already 
cancelled thousands of dollars worth of bookings after 
receiving instructions from Lhasa that the closure will 
continue until at least September. 


The Simikot-Burang border post has only just been 
opened to tourists, following lengthy negotiations and 
amidst considerable publicity last year. Ram Hari Joshi, 
Nepal's Minister for Tourism, signed an agreement on 
the border opening with the Tibet regional authorities in 
Lhasa on 8th May 1993. 

On 5th October Xinhua, the official Chinese news 
agency, "forseeing a surge of tourism into Tibet", 
confirmed that an agreement had been made to open 
three border crossings with Nepal "to facilitate 
flourishing trade and tourism from throughout the 
world". However, the news agency did not name the 
crossing points and described the agreement only as 
"tentative". 

A group of travel journalists from Nepal including Ian 
Baker, and Thomas Kelly, bot from America, were 
among the first westerners to be allowed to enter 
Burang from Nepal officially after "months of 
negotiation" in summer 1993, and this year several tour 
groups made the trek, costing up to US $6,000 and 
considered the most expensive in Nepal. 

Burang, a traditional trading post for Tibetan wool- 
traders 950 km west of Lhasa, is only 70 km from 
Kailash, a cone-shaped mountain regarded by most 
Hindus and Buddhists as the most sacred of all 
pilgrimage sites, and visited by many Western tourists. 
It is not clear if pilgrimages and trade visits by Indian or 
Nepali nationals are affected by the closure to tourists. 

The Tibetan official in charge of the Ngari Tourist 
administration, keen to attract foreign exchange into the 
remote area, had lobbied vigorously in Nepal last year 
for the agreement to be signed, publicly accusing the 
Nepalese Government through the newspapers of 
harbouring "ill designs" in delaying implementation of 
the agreement. 

Reasons 

The reported closure of the border crossing to tourists, 
which has been denied by Chinese officials in Beijing, is 
due to 'political' reasons, according to one Nepal travel 
agency, which said that it had been informed by the 
Beijing Government that "they had to take that step as 
a political measure". 

What those reasons are is unclear, and speculation in 
Nepal includes concern about possible future unrest on 
the Dalai Lama's birthday this Wednesday (July 6th), 
recent political disturbances in the Kailash area, 
competition between official agencies in Ngari, and 
overruling of the civilian authorities by the military. 

One tour leader was told that officials in Beijing had 
claimed that the Burang agreement was intended only 
to apply to tourists from India and Nepal, not to those 
from third party states. A number of tourists said that 
they had heard reports of a policeman being killed in the 
area. Others speculated that the local tourist authority 
in Ngari may have wanted to corner the market by only 
admitting tour groups arranged directly with its agency, 
but none of these reports could be confirmed. 
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Sensitivity over Tourists; 2 Expelled, Tibetans Arrested 

The Tibet regional authorities have become increasingly 
sensitive about western tourists, particularly during the 
month from 10th May to 10th June, a period which 
included several sensitive anniversaries and during 
which five pro-independence demonstrations took place 
in Lhasa. 

In May a Tibetan tour company, Nyingtri Travel Agency, 
was forced to close down by the authorities after police 
discovered that two tourists on a tour group with the 
agency had been western diplomats travelling incognito, 
according to unofficial sources in Lhasa. One 
Kathmandu travel company was informed by a Lhasa 
official that the diplomat and his wife, posing as 
tourists, had entered Tibet through Burang, causing the 
authorities to order the post to be closed down so as to 
"improve security". 

In Lhasa all travel agencies were warned by the police 
and government officials in mid-May that they would 
also be punished or closed down if they were found to 
have allowed diplomats or journalists to join tour groups 
by posing as tourists. 

Travel operators already have to send the names of all 
group tour members in Tibet to the security agencies in 
Lhasa, while individual travellers are monitored from 
hotel booking registers. In May Beijing passed a law 
making it a summary offence not to register a guest 
staying in a hotel or private house. 

Individual tourists or their drivers visiting the Kailash 
region in the last month without permits were fined 
between 60 and 300 yuan (about $8-35) for hitchhiking 
but were allowed to stay for short periods in the region. 
Accommodation charges in the area have rocketed up 
with tourists in Darchen, the tent settlement at the 
start of the Kailash circumambulation route, being 
charged up to 75 yuan a night for a bed, three times the 
rate for a Lhasa hotel. 

On 25th May over three thousand Tibetans are reported 
to have gathered in Kailash to celebrate the "Darchen" 
or prayer flag festival, marking the birthday and 
enlightenment of the Buddha. Police, who were present 
in considerable numbers according to one tourist, 
charged Tibetans 30 yuan ($3.50) for putting up their 
tents in Darchen. "The atmosphere in the area was the 
most repressive I have seen," commented one western 
tourist with extensive experience of Tibet. 

On 30th May two Tibetans from Lhasa were arrested in 
Drongba, 300 km east of Kailash, after Tibetan flags 
were found in the truck in which they were travelling, 
allegedly with the intention of raising the flags on 
Kailash, according to one report. Their names are not 
known. 

During the May festival police impounded photographs 
of the Dalai Lama from a German tourist in Kailash, and 
others from a French tourist in Saga, a town on the 
road to the pilgrimage site. 

A month later on 23rd June, in what may be a 
hardening of policy, two American tourists in Shigatse, 
Tibet's second city, were arrested by police and then 


expelled from Tibet on 25th June after being found by 
police giving pictures of the exiled Tibetan leader and an 
audio cassette with speeches by him to a monk at 
Tashilhunpo monastery. 

1992 Ban on Cross-Border Yaks and 
Journalists 

China's border regulations, dating from 1992, forbid 
nomads from neighbouring countries grazing their yaks 
in Tibet and lay down strict rules banning foreign 
academics and journalists from border areas with India 
and Bhutan. 

The regulations - which refer to Kashmir as a separate 
entity from India - also place strict limitations on 
Chinese journalists visiting any border zones. The 9 
page regulations give an insight into the workings of the 
Chinese administration, giving an impression of a 
mixture of friendliness and distrust towards neighbours. 
The document, issued secretly in September 1992, was 
only recently obtained by TIN. 

As an exception the authorities in Tibet had allowed 
nomads from Nepal to take their flocks across the 
border according to traditional practices, but this 
privilege has since been withdrawn, according to the 
border regulations. "In general, cross-border grazing 
between China and Nepal has been suspended," say the 
regulations, which are contained in the "21 Point 
Circular", listed as Document No. 69 (1992) of the 
Tibet Autonomous Region Government. 

The decision, believed to have been implemented in 
1988, is a result of increasing pressure from Tibetan 
nomads in Tibet seeking to expand their own herds, and 
therefore needing to limit use of their pasture lands to 
their own flocks, according to experts in London. 
Increasing opportunities for Tibetan nomads to sell meat 
on the open market during the 1980s have led to a 
significant rise in the number of livestock in Tibet, and a 
corresponding demand for pasture land. 

China currently has an agreement with Nepal allowing 
free passage for people of either nationality who live 
within 30 kilometres of the Nepal-Tibet border. The 30 
kilometre privilege with Nepal is not referred to 
anywhere in the 1992 regulations, suggesting that the 
Chinese were reluctant to enshrine that privilege in their 
internal legislation. 

The regulations are more relaxed towards Nepal, as 
there are no disagreements over that border. The 
document prescribes stricter regulations with India and 
Bhutan, where the borders are disputed. "Nomads from 
neighbouring countries coming to graze in the disputed 
areas must be advised to turn back," says Article 15. 
Officials are told to use advice rather than force to evict 
nomads, but are instructed to demand fines and to get 
the offenders to sign a document: 

"Should this advice be ineffective, pasture tax 
must be obtained. Those who do not pay this 
must be [made to] sign a document and our right 
of ownership made dear", say the instructions. 

Unlike nomads from disputed areas, nomads from Nepal 
are not required to sign a document, but they have to 
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pay twice as much. "These people from Nepal who 
regularly come to graze in our border area without 
permission must be advised to return by the relevant 
local border officials. Should the advice not be effective 
then the pasture tax must be doubled," according to 
Article 18. It is not clear if these regulations are still 
current, or if they were enforced by local officials. 

The regulations were issued by the Tibet Regional 
Government under the title "The TAR People's 
Government Circular for Comments and Signature of 
Acceptance And [Practical] Implementation Regarding 
the implementation of the Details of the Policies 
Finalised with Respect to Some Issues Related to 
Border Areas". 

320 copies of the "Circular", which has 21 points, 
were printed, and each one had to be signed by officials 
in border areas to indicate that they had read and 
accepted the rules. 

Kashmir Listed Separately 

The document begins by stating that Tibet - the term in 
Chinese parlance refers only to the Tibet Autonomous 
Region - has a border with six neighbours. "TAR shares 
a border of about 4,000 kilometres with Burma, India, 
Bhutan, Sikkim, Nepal and Kashmir" says the pre-amble 
to the regulations. 

The fact that the Chinese, in a piece of internal 
legislation, refer to Kashmir as a negotiating entity, 
clearly implying that it is an independent state, is liable 
to be considered as highly provocative by New Delhi. 

"As the borders between our nation and India, 
Bhutan and Kashmir have not been demarcated , 
military and political cadres and local settlers are 
not permitted to cross the actual line of control 
without permission ," says the 1992 Circular. 

Burma, Sikkim and Nepal are not covered by this ban, 
as borders with these countries are disputed. China has 
openly declared its reluctance to recognise India's 1975 
annexation of Sikkim, but this is considered to be a 
negotiating ploy rather than a significant dispute. In 
April 1994 a Chinese official in Calcutta indicated that 
Beijing was "actively considering" recognition of India's 
claim to Sikkim. 

Much of the regulations concern standard issues such 
as border marking posters, and the importance of not 
firing a gun within 2 kilometres of the frontier. A 
slightly comical picture of China's bureaucracy emerges 
from the instructions to any nomads who need to use a 
gun to protect their animals - they have to get 
permission from two offices first: "If, in the event of 
grazing animals and for the protection of livestock, it is 
necessary to fire a gun, then permission must be sought 
from the People's Government and the Foreign Affairs 
Department and this must be recorded", according to 
Article 9. 

Warm and Friendly Spies 

The regulations tell Tibetans and Chinese what to do 
when they meet their neighbours: they are instructed to 
be warm and friendly, and then to spy on them. 
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"Our people, whilst on business and other 
activities, who come into contact with people 
from neighbouring countries, must automatically 
wave hands in a friendly manner and establish a 
warm relationship", says article 13. "[However], 
if they hear of important news, this must be 
reported, " it continues. The instruction could be 
viewed as a microcosm of China's diplomatic 
policy. 

There is unequivocal distrust of a particular breed of 
foreigners: journalists and scholars. "Newspaper 
reporters, scholars and others from third countries 
[countries other than neighbouring states] must be 
firmly prevented from coming to disputed border areas", 
according to article 14. No exceptions are proposed to 
this rule. 

But what is more surprising is the distrust the Chinese 
authorities have of their own journalists. They are 
allowed to go to border areas - but first they have to get 
permission from the Government and the army, and 
then they have to submit their articles for censorship by 
both bodies. 

"Our country's newspaper reporters investigating 
border areas must not only obtain the permission 
of TAR People's Government and the Tibet 
Military Department [to enter the area] but also 
are not allowed to publish their findings except 
after there has been a thorough check by the 
TAR Foreign Affairs Department and the Military 
Department," continues article 7 4. 

The distrust does not stop there: after the journalists 
have left the area, the authorities are then obliged to 
question everyone the journalists spoke to: "The TAR 
Foreign Affairs Department will thoroughly investigate 
the local areas where questions have been asked and 
the Chief Commander of the Military Department will 
thoroughly investigate the troops where questions have 
been asked," the regulations stipulate. 

The regulations also enshrine another Chinese tradition, 
which is to settle its own people along borders. Article 
11 says "The local Government should encourage 
people to go to settle and engage in productive work 
within the border areas." The regulation does not say 
whether the encouragement should be limited to locals 
or to migrants from other areas. 

The Chinese have a long tradition for settling farmers 
along sensitive borders, dating back at least to the 
1890s when the Empress Dowager sent farmers to 
settle the border with Russia along the Amur river. Over 
1 million Chinese, mostly former soldiers, were sent to 
settle and farm along the Xinjiang border in the 1950s, 
setting up over 1,000 new towns which are still 
thriving. 

Text of the "21 Point Circular" on Border 
Regulations 

The following translation is taken from a 9 page document 
printed in Tibetan and marked gsang gnang (confidential) at 
the top of the first page. Distribution details and titles are 
given in Chinese. 320 copies of the document were issued on 
5th September, 1992, as Document No. 69 (1992) of the 
TAR Government. The document is sealed with the stamp of 
the TAR Government over the date on page 2. The series title 
is given in Tibetan as Bod rang skyong Ijongs mi dmangs srid 
gshung gi yig cha [TAR People's Government Document]. The 
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title of these regulations is Rang skyong Ijongs phyi don don 
good khang gi mtha'a mtshams sa khul gyi gnad don 'ga'a 
shig thad kyi srid dzus gtan 'bebs kyi lag bstar shib srol gyi 
dgongs skor mchan bkod brgyud spel bya rgyu'i bod rang 
skyong Ijongs mi dmangs srid gshung gi brda tho. [TIN Ref: 
Doc. 13(YE)] 

Document of the Tibet Autonomous Region 
[TAR] People's Government 

TAR Publication Document No. 69 (1992) 

Secret 

The TAR People's Government Circular for 
Comments and Signature of Acceptance and 
Implementation Regarding the Implementation of 
the Details of the Policies Finalised with Respect 
to Some issues Relating to Border Areas. 

To: the political administrators of departments, 
bureaux, sections and county offices, the Lhasa 
Municipal People's Government, and the TAR 
[aud, don, thing, chud] 

This is to inform you that the Government has 
accepted the proposals of the document entitled 
"The TAR People's Government circular for 
comments and signature of acceptance and 
implementation regarding the implementation of 
the details of the policies finalised with respect 
to the issues relating to border areas." 

You are therefore hereby informed and asked to 
implement them thoroughly. 

Seal of the TAR People's Government 
Dated 4th September 1992 

The TAR People's Government Circular for 
Comments and Signature of Acceptance and 
Implementation Regarding the Implementation of 
the Details of the Policies Finalised with Respect 
to Some Issues Relating to Border Areas. 

To the TAR People's Government: 

TAR shares a border of about 4,000 kilometres 
with Burma, India, Bhutan, Sikkim, Nepal and 
Kashmir [ka shi mirj. Within this, there are areas 
with: 

1) agreed international boundaries 

2) unsettled international boundaries 

3) common border surveillance and patrols 

4) common grazing land 

Therefore, in order to: 

a) implement the Government policy contained in 
"TAR Publication Document No. 69 - 1992" 

b) defend the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of the nation 

c) maintain the peace and stability of the border 
areas, and to 

d) consolidate the work regarding border issues 

the following details of procedure for 
implementation have been outlined in order to 
give impetus to the TAR Government's reforms 
through the open door policy and economic 
development. 

1. It is not permissible to destroy objects such as 
signs, symbols, and pegs or to rub out 
demarcation lines which show the national 
borders agreed upon by China [PRC]) with the 
following three countries: Nepal, Burma and 
India. Where national border boundaries have 
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been agreed upon between China [PRC] and 
Nepal, China and Burma, China and Bhutan, it is 
not permissible to destroy objects, such as signs, 
symbols and pegs, nor to rub out demarcation 
lines to mark the border. In the event that 
damage, destruction or moving of the national 
border is known, a report must be made to the 
local government. The local government must 
then make an inquiry into the situation straight 
away and report to TAR Government and Foreign 
Affairs Department. 

2. It is not permissible for solid objects which 
mark the national boundaries to disappear 
following changes occurring due to topographical 
changes or alterations made to the land at the 
border areas. 

It is not permissible near the national boundary 
border areas either to establish any type of 
workshops or install any equipment. If it is 
particularly necessary to do so, authorisation 
must be obtained from the TAR People's 
Government and the Foreign Affairs Department. 
Any changes occurring in the course of rivers 
and natural conditions in the environment in 
connection with the boundary must be 
immediately investigated and an account must 
be made to the TAR People's Government and a 
copy must be sent to the Foreign Affairs 
Department. 

3. Authorisation must be obtained from the TAR 
People's Government, Tibet Military district 
headquarters, (except for the Ngari [mnga-ris, 
Chinese: AH] area, where authorisation must be 
obtained from the military district [shin cang], 
the Foreign Affairs department and the Chief of 
Staff [spyi khyab mu'u pu'i]. In the event that it 
becomes necessary to increase activities such as 
doing archaeological work, extracting minerals, 
carrying out ordinance survey work, doing 
drawings, [then you should] take videos and 
photographs and draw in border lines. 

4. Foreign travellers - tourists belonging to 
organisations and groups or individuals - are not 
permitted to go to areas which are not open to 
tourism. Should the need arise [for tourists] to 
enter areas where this is not permissible, 
authorisation must be obtained not only from the 
TAR People's Government and the Tibet Region 
Military Bureau [shing cang dmag khul khang] but 
also from the section of the Public Security 
Bureau which responsible for foreign affairs. 
Entry is only possible with the original document 
"satisfying [the requirements] for a foreigner's 
tourist permit" obtained from the Foreign Affairs 
Section of the Public Security Bureau. 

5. It is not permissible to let off explosives near 
rivers, banks and dry land near the frontline 
border areas. Should the need arise for 
explosives to be let off at the border frontline 
and border waters (rivers and lakes) at a distance 
within 2 kilometres, authorisation must be 
obtained from the TAR People's Government and 
accordingly a copy must be sent to the District 
Military Headquarters [si tin pu'u]. Prior to letting 
off the explosives, the military must be informed. 
During the process of the explosion no damage 
must occur to materials and buildings either 
within one's border or beyond one's border. 
Guarantee must be given to ensure that material 
from the remnants of the explosion does not fall 
beyond one's own border line. 

6. It is not permissible to take away sand from 
the frontline border waters (rivers and lakes) and 
areas. Should this be necessary then [the 



arrangement of] the earth [land] and water 
should not be changed [literally, lost], but should 
remain as before, and the flow and course of the 
water must not be changed. The District 
People's Government and the highest district 
military office must be informed. Their collective 
authorisation must be obtained before 
commencement of any work. Similarly this must 
be kept on a recorded file by the military district 
[dmag khul khang gi si /in pu'u] and the TAR 
Foreign Affairs Department. 

7. In the event of any danger faced while 
engaged in productive work or any other activity 
in the frontline areas, it may be permitted to 
cross the border and seek the protection of the 
other side through one's local officials on our 
side. 

8. As the borders between our nation and India, 
Bhutan and Kashmir have not been demarcated, 
military and political cadres and local settlers are 
not permitted to cross the actual line of control 
without permission. 

9. Guns are not permitted to be fired 2 
kilometres from the border on our side. It is not 
permissible to disturb the peace of the local 
people in any way. It is not permissible to dig pit 
traps or lay other traps within the paths used by 
or in the vicinity of the border patrols. If in the 
event of grazing animals and for the protection of 
livestock it is necessary to fire a gun, then 
permission must be sought from the People's 
Government and the Foreign Affairs Department 
and this must be recorded. Guns are not allowed 
to be fired from our border towards the other 
side. Should such a circumstance arise, the 
border guard of that area and the Security 
Bureau guards [police] together with the Foreign 
Affairs Department must be informed. 

10. The Foreign Affairs Department should take 
responsibility to support the military and the 
Public Security Bureau [police] to settle the 
following issues when they arise: 

a) matters which relate to foreign affairs 

b) crossing the border boundaries 

c) matters which are important and grave 

d) breaching of policy 

The border military force must take the main 
responsibility for dealing with military matters. 
The Public Security Bureau must take the main 
responsibility for dealing with all issues 
concerning public security. All matters relating to 
the border and productivity in the area should be 
handled mainly by the Foreign Affairs 
Department who should, however, report to the 
concerned department, giving details of the 
occurrence and the decisions made regarding the 
issue. 

11. The grass-roots level of the Foreign Affairs 
Departments in the border areas should make a 
thorough study of the details of the border lines 
between the PRC and India and between the PRC 
and Bhutan. The local Government should 
encourage people to go to settle and engage in 
productive work within the border areas [mtha'a 
mtshams]. 

12. The Foreign Affairs Department should 
strengthen its efficiency and participate in border 
patrols and as well as investigating border issues 
it should attempt to understand the current 
situation and developments regarding border 
issues. 


13. Our people, whilst on business and other 
activities, who come into contact with people 
from neighbouring countries, must automatically 
wave hands in a friendly manner and establish a 
warm relationship. [However], if they hear of 
important news, this must be reported. 

14. Newspaper reporters, scholars and others 
from third countries [countries other than 
neighbouring states] must be firmly prevented 
from coming to disputed border areas. Our 
country's newspaper reporters investigating 
border areas must not only obtain the permission 
of TAR People's Government and the Tibet 
Military Department [to enter the area] but also 
are not allowed to publish their findings except 
after there has been a thorough check by the 
TAR Foreign Affairs Department and the Military 
Department. The TAR Foreign Affairs 
Department will thoroughly investigate the local 
areas where questions have been asked and the 
Chief Commander of the Military Department will 
thoroughly investigate the troops where 
questions have been asked. 

15. Nomads from neighbouring countries coming 
to graze in the disputed areas must be advised to 
turn back. Should this advice be ineffective, 
pasture tax must be obtained. Those who do not 
pay this must be [made to] sign a document and 
our right of ownership made dear. 

16. People living in the border area, TAR people, 
and people from the neighbouring countries 
should seek to settle their disputes concerning 
grazing, business matters and other issues with 
their local leaders in the proper manner. Prior to 
seeking to meet [with the other side] there must 
be thorough understanding of the situation. A 
report of the plan of action following the meeting 
must be submitted to the TAR Foreign Affairs 
Bureau. Following investigation [by the Foreign 
Affairs Bureau] a report will be made to the TAR 
People's Government and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. The implementation [of the plans] is 
allowed only after their approval. 

17. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs must be in 
charge of resolving issues between the border 
check post personnel investigators, the Public 
Security checkpost personnel, the local 
governing body of the border areas and 
neighbouring border nations, through meetings 
and consultations. [The Ministry] must settle 
important matters with the border and maintain 
links beyond the border checkposts. Matters 
relating to border troops must be settled 
between the troops on both sides through 
consultation and meetings by the troops 
themselves. The administration and guidance of 
these will be made by the TAR Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

18. In general, cross-border grazing between 
China and Nepal has been suspended. However, 
there are Nepalese in the border areas who have 
been granted special permission by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs for grazing. The rest are not 
permitted to graze beyond their border. These 
people from Nepal who regularly come to graze 
in our border area without permission must be 
advised to return by the relevant local border 
officials. Should the advice not be effective then 
the pasture tax must be doubled. 

19. The border areas are at the forefront of the 
battle against separatism, subversion, peaceful 
change, expansionism, the border issues and all 
complicated matters. All levels of the TAR 
Foreign Affairs Bureau should, with greater 
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alertness, encourage and advise the people living 
in the border areas to struggle and stand up to 
the various destructive activities of the outside 
forces. 

20. In order to support the task of defining the 
border areas, the border counties [rdzongs] 
should similarly establish Foreign Affairs Offices 
and border districts and townships (Chinese: qu , 
xinag) should appoint special officers to take 
responsibility for this matter. 

21. By stepping up the task of educating the 
cadres and the public in the border areas 
concerning Foreign Affairs regulations and 
policies, their understanding and appreciation of 
the concept of border defence and foreign affairs 
policies should be enhanced. Departments and 
individuals who achieve success and outstanding 
contributions regarding the implementation of 
policies regarding border areas shall be praised 
and rewarded. Likewise, departments and 
individuals who are guilty of violating rules and 
regulations concerning the border area policies 
shall be dealt with according to established 
procedures, depending on the seriousness of 
their failing. 

If there is no further matter remianing which is 
not covered in the aforementioned 21 points 
regarding the implementation of the procedural 
details of border policy, please sign this text and 
put it into practice. 

TAR Foreign Affairs Bureau 
6th August 1992 

Copies to: 

a) TAR Party Sections Department 

b) TAR People's Assembly Central Executive 

c) TAR Political Consultative Committee 

d) TAR High Court and Investigative Bureau 

e) Tibet Military Office 

From the Secretariat of the TAR People's 
Government 
Printed 5th September 1992 
Total number of copies: 320 

Refugees Die from Cold 

TIN News Update, 29 June, 1994 v3: full version 

Over 200 Tibetan refugees are crossing the mountains 
illegally into Nepal each month, and they are facing 
increasing risks on the journey, according to reports 
from Kathmandu. So far this year at least three are 
known to have died from the cold while making the 
attempt. Officials in Kathmandu say that the deaths are 
a result of exploitation and deception by unscrupulous 
guides. 

The refugees also face harassment from Nepalese 
police if they are caught in the border regions on their 
way to Kathmandu, with most arrivals reporting robbery 
and extortion by police. In one case last June Nepalese 
opened fire on a group of refugees, injuring or beating 
seven and killing one. 

The pass which most Tibetans use is the Nangpa-la, 
5,700 metres (19,000 feet) high, a few kilometres to 
the west of Everest, and prone to unexpected blizzards 
which can be lethal. 

"They were coming over in plimsoll shoes", said Jo 
Simpson, a British mountaineer who has just returned 


from the area and saw several groups coming down 
from the pass. "If you get caught in a storm there, even 
in the spring, you would lose your toes, with no 
problem," he said. 

"Most of the Tibetans we saw were poorly dressed, 
with no food, and no baggage apart from a small 
knapsack. A couple had traditional 'chupas' [sheepskin 
coats], but the rest had baseball boots and cheap 
sunglasses. Three guys had no glasses at all and were 
in agony from snow blindness", said Mr Simpson. 

The mountaineer said he had been seen a gravestone at 
Ari, a yak shelter about 30 miles above Thame, the first 
village which refugees reach on the Nepalese side. "The 
Tibetan who was buried there was a woman who had 
died on the journey shortly before we arrived", says Mr 
Simpson. 

L., a refugee from Eastern Tibet who did not want to be 
named, brought with him photographs he had taken in 
March of a Tibetan whose body he saw lying at the top 
of the Nangpa-la. The photographs show the face 
turned to leather by the cold, but the features are 
clearly visible, showing a young monk in his late teens 
or early twenties, with close cropped hair. 

There are no sign of wounds, making it likely that the 
boy died of exposure a few days earlier. His ears and 
feet had already succumbed to frostbite before he died. 
The sleeves of his thin cotton pullover appear to have 
been pulled down over his hands to keep them warm, 
and he was wearing two pairs of under-trousers in a 
vain attempt to protect his legs from the cold. Other 
travellers had removed any shoes or jacket he may had 
had. 

L., who travelled with a group of five other monks and 
nuns, survived only because the group had been warned 
to wear heavy clothing and sunglasses and to carry a 
lot of food. But they were lucky: to save money they 
had made the journey without a guide, and had 
wandered for six weeks looking for the pass. Local 
traders can do the journey from Tingri, the last town on 
the Tibetan side, to Solo Khumbu - 90 miles as the 
crow flies - in three days or less if the weather holds. 
But this requires considerable skill and good luck. 

Another refugee who reached Nepal in March said that 
his brother, who was carrying the group's food, had 
become separated from the group in a storm. They 
found him the next day, buried up to his waist in the 
snow and he died shortly afterwards. 

Frostbite 

A number of refugees who complete the journey lose 
their toes or fingers, and sometimes their legs, to 
frostbite. "We saw a group of five people with serious 
frostbite, with their fingers black on both hands," said 
Danish writer Irene Greve, who met the group in March 
while they were receiving treatment at the Kunde 
Hospital, established by the mountaineer Sir Edmund 
Hilary near Namche Bazaar, the first town below the 
mountains on the Nepal side. 

"We met seven others from the same group on the road 
who had not been injured on the journey, but they had 
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been robbed," she said. "They told us that officials at a 
checkpoint on the road to Namche had forced them to 
hand over all their money." 

The two groups of refugees, who included an eight year 
old child, had all travelled separately from small towns 
and villages in Eastern Tibet to Lhasa. There they had 
found a guide, whom they paid an average of 500 yuan 
(about 50 pounds, or a year's income for a rural 
Tibetan) each to be led across the border. 

The frostbite victims had been in a group which had 
been caught in a snow storm, and had spent five days 
at the top of the 5,700 metre pass, most of it without 
food. 

One of the victims, a 55 year old monk named Palden, 
had been a monk in Markham in Kham, Eastern Tibet, 
until he was persecuted in the "struggle sessions" of 
the 1960s. He had spent over a year travelling on a 
pilgrimage which he hoped would lead to the Dalai 
Lama. "Although there is a monastery in Markham, 
where I live, all the time everybody's thinking about 
meeting His Holiness - but that's very difficult. So 
before anything happens to me I thought I should come 
out and see His Holiness, the Dalai Lama, and all the 
important Lamas who are in India and Nepal," he told 
TIN later. 

His toes have been amputated and he will not now be 
able to make the journey back across the mountains. He 
says that return would anyway be dangerous if the 
authorities were to find out where he had been. "If I 
was caught and sent back, I would have problems", he 
said. 

He paid 400 yuan (about 40 pounds) to the guide, a 
woman who lives in Lhasa and makes money by taking 
people across the mountains. "She said the journey 
wouldn't take a very long time, but it took 12 very 
difficult days, and five particularly difficult days in the 
snow. For four of the days while we crossed the snow 
we didn't have any food," said Palden, who had made 
the journey wearing tennis shoes and a Chinese quilt. 
"Other people who want to come that way should be 
well-prepared, with warm clothes and also a good 
amount of money", he said. 

Geiju Thindu, a 67 year old farmer, had also left Tibet in 
order to see the Dalai Lama. "Many of the most 
important Lamas died during the Cultural Revolution and 
now we don't have any important Lamas in Tibet", he 
explained. 

Like most of the eastern Tibetans, Geiju, who is from 
Tsawa Pema, about 1,000 km north east of the Nepal 
border, was able to begin his journey only by convincing 
local officials that he was setting off on a pilgrimage to 
Lhasa. Two weeks after he reached the capital, Geiju 
and his daughter Migmar found the same guide as 
Palden. 

"While we were crossing the mountains through the 
snow it turned out that she didn't know the way 
properly," he explained. "We wandered here and there, 
and it took a lot longer and made it very difficult." All 
his fingers and toes began to burn and then turned black 


on the journey; they were later amputated in the 
hospital. "The pain has stopped now," he says. 

His daughter had joined her father on the journey 
because she wanted to go to one of the exile schools in 
India learn to read and write. Now she has lost many of 
her fingers she will find it hard it to write, and she will 
have difficulty finding work. 

Geiju advises others to be careful about choosing a 
guide. "If others make the journey they should know the 
route - but that's very difficult, unless they have a good 
guide. And it's very difficult to find out whether a guide 
really knows the route. You just have to trust them." 

Lobsang, a 29 years old farmer from Zogong in Kham 
who now plans to join a monastery in India, also 
travelled with Geiju and his daughter in the hope of 
meeting the Dalai Lama. "The guide told us incorrectly 
that you don't have to take a lot of food and warm 
clothes," he said. But he is also reluctant to criticise 
her: 

"If in the end I do get to see His Holiness, then I shall 
feel pleased and I shall consider that she didn't deceive 
me. In fact I will then owe gratitude to her," he said, 
adding that the wounds from the frostbite on his hands 
had healed. 

Sonam Tenpa, a 24 year old monk from a large 
monastery in Drayab, near Chamdo, paid the guide 
about 200 yuan, half the rate she took from the others. 
He lost part of his feet and some fingers, but he will not 
criticise the guide. "At the time, when we were on the 
mountain and it was very cold and difficult, I felt she 
probably had deceived us. She had said earlier that we 
should not carry warm clothes because it will be very 
hot in Nepal. But she probably didn't think about the 
journey across. She didn't know that it would snow 
continuously so that we would lose our way." 

Guides: "Human Traffickers" 

Tibetan exile officials who look after the refugees say 
that the injuries and deaths are caused by the "cow¬ 
boy" guides. "These people are human traffickers who 
should be dealt with as such by the law", said a Tibetan 
official in the exile Government, saying that many 
guides take huge sums of money from ill-equipped 
escapees, often abandoning them before the journey is 
completed so that they are robbed and beaten by police 
in the Nepali borderlands. 

"When they first arrive they feel that the guides have 
helped them," explained Ngodrup, a Tibetan who helps 
look after the refugees in Kathmandu. "But I think they 
are making good money, because all who come here 
say that they paid at least 3-500 Chinese yuan, and 
sometimes 1-2,000 yuan each. In a big group that is a 
lot of money." 

The guides represent a major problem for the exiles, 
because some have encouraged Tibetans to flee in 
numbers that the exile community does not have the 
resources to cope with, explains Ngodrup. 

"Probably some guide or someone who has some 
vested interest, says "If you go to India there is a 
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reception centre, you can join the monasteries, you can 
go to school, and you'll have whatever you want". And 
so they come like that, and then they find it is not so 
simple, and then of course it's difficult for them, for the 
Tibetan government also." 

The influx of new arrivals has seriously overstretched 
Tibetan resources in India and exacerbated relations 
between the new arrivals and settled exiles, as well as 
with their Indian hosts. 

In May the Tibetan Government in Exile closed its 
reception centre for new arrivals in Dharamsala, the 
seat of the Dalai Lama in India and the destination of 
almost all Tibetan refugees. The closure was a 
"diplomatic gesture" which followed "complaints from 
the local Indian population about the number of Tibetan 
refugees arriving in the area". The exile government 
said yesterday it plans to reopen the centre "in the near 
future", but gave no date. 

The Road Route 

There are routes to Nepal which are safer than the 
Nangpa-la, but they involve travelling by road, where 
the chances are even higher that the refugees will be 
caught by police and robbed. 

These routes also cost much more: the going rate 
demanded by the "dholas", as the fixers who operate 
the routes are called in Nepal, is 20,000 Nepali rupees 
(about 280 pounds) for adults. A child costs 10,000 
rupees (140 pounds), about three years income for the 
average rural Tibetan. Unless the "dholas" are paid only 
on arrival in Kathmandu, they are liable to lead the 
refugees to police who will take money from the 
refugees and then split the proceeds. 

For the refugees success depends on getting beyond 
the Nepal border areas to Kathmandu, where the UN 
High Commission for Refugees, with help from exile 
Tibetans and the consent of the Nepal Government, 
takes care of new arrivals and makes sure they get to 
India, where Tibetan refugees are allowed to stay. 

Despite the efforts of the UNHCR and the Kathmandu 
authorities, a number of Tibetans who are caught before 
they reached Kathmandu are still being handed back by 
the Nepalese police to Chinese officials in Dram 
(Chinese: Zhangmu). In one known case, on 16th May, 
a Tibetan whose name is not known got as far as the 
police checkpost at Dhulikhel before he was caught by 
Nepali police. But even though the post is within 25 km 
of the Nepalese capital, the refugee was sent back to 
the border and handed over to the Chinese authorities in 
Dram. 

Imprisonment 

Trying the road journey without a "Dhola" can be even 
more expensive and dangerous. A Tibetan from Europe 
who was in Nepal in March saw a 16 year old Tibetan 
girl who had been caught with a false passport at the 
notorious Barabisa checkpost, where Nepali police had 
asked for a 10,000 rupee fine to let her through. There 
are 13 checkposts between Dram and Kathmandu, each 
of which could have asked for a bribe. 


"She spoke no Nepalese and had no money", he said of 
the girl. "They would have sent her back to the border 
to get beaten by the Chinese police, but she will not 
have enough money to get back to Lhasa, and she will 
probably end up as a prostitute." 

Another refugee was even less fortunate - Ye Yonju, a 
26 year old Chinese woman from Zhejiang, was caught 
with a false passport trying to leave Kathmandu airport 
in May 1993, She was given a one year prison 
sentence plus a fine of 20,000 rupees, or a further 26 
months in prison. The fine was paid by western well- 
wishers who discovered her in prison one year later, but 
after she was released by the Nepalese authorities she 
was immediately repatriated to Lhasa, from where she 
was taken away by Chinese police, according to eye¬ 
witnesses. Her present whereabouts are unknown. 

Other Tibetans face stiff prison sentences in Nepal if 
they are caught with foreign currency - an offence they 
are almost certainly unaware of when they arrive in 
Nepal. When Drolma, a 25 year old Tibetan shepherdess 
from Lhatse, managed to escape undetected across the 
border last year and boarded a bus to take her to 
Kathmandu, a fellow passenger named Passang Gurung 
handed her an envelope which she told her to hide it in 
her clothes as they passed through Barabisa checkpoint. 
Police found the envelope, which contained US $2,000, 
and decided to prosecute Drolma rather than just steal 
the money. 

In February 1993 she was sentenced to three months in 
prison plus a fine of 100,207.80 rupees or a further 4 
years in prison. Western well-wishers in Nepal clubbed 
together to pay the fine, and she was released in April 
1994 after 15 months in prison. 

Reasons 

A relatively small percentage of the refugees are 
escaping imprisonment and arrest. The majority, of 
whom just over a third are monks and nuns, are fleeing 
in the hope of finding a chance of a Tibetan education, 
to get religious teaching, or because they say they 
cannot survive under China's new economic and 
demographic policies in Tibet. 

Geiju, the farmer from Tsawa Pema, says he could no 
longer grow enough food to feed his family. He 
attributes this to Chinese settlement. "There are so 
many Chinese in my village, and they have taken all the 
land on both sides of the river. Then they put up a lot of 
buildings, and don't give any compensation for the 
fields they have taken. They just take it whenever they 
want it," he says. 

According to Geiju and his daughter there are now 
about 100 Chinese families as opposed to 56 Tibetan 
families living in the village, which is well within the 
Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR). Beijing says that 97% 
of the population of the TAR is Tibetan. 

All the refugees note that direct and indirect taxation is 
increasing, and several say that they are charged a 
fixed amount, which they have to pay whether or not 
they have a good harvest. Geiju says that even in a year 
in which he harvests 900 gyama (450 kilos) of grain, 
the officials, in line with the Chinese "household 
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contract system", ask for 1,000 gyama in compulsory 
sales. "If I don't produce the goods or the equivalent 
money, they charge interest", he says. 

Sonam Gyamtso, a 23 year old farmer from Xiahe 
county in Gansu, lives in an area where they are taxed 
directly, usually at about 30%, rather than through 
compulsory quota sales to the government as in the 
TAR. But he fled because he was about to be 
imprisoned for not paying a local tax or fine on wood 
use. 

Sonam had built a small house, using wood from his 
farm, which he had obtained written permission to cut. 
"But after I had made the house, they measured it up 
and said that I had used more wood than was 
permitted. They demanded 5,000 yuan," he explains. "I 
sold two of my yaks for 2,000 yuan, but I couldn't pay 
the remaining 3,000 yuan. They were trying to catch 
me and imprison me, so I ran away." 

The UNHCR handled 3,700 Tibetan cases last year, and 
between 150 and 250 Tibetans were reported have 
arrived each month so far this year, with 270 arrivals 
reported in April 1994. 

NOTE: For photographs of dead Tibetan and of frostbite 
victims contact TIN. 

Outside Tibet 

Violence in Dharamsala 

TIN News Update, 24 April, 1 994 v3 

A number of Tibetan shops were looted and the offices 
of the Tibetan Government in exile were damaged 
yesterday 23 April when a group of up to 100 local 
tribespeople protested against the Tibetan community in 
Dharamsala. The Indians, members of the local Gaddi 
tribe, were protesting at the murder of a Gaddi student 
by a Tibetan last week. 

The Tibetan, who is now in custody, is said to have 
stabbed the Indian, a member of the Gaddi tribe, to 
death after a minor street dispute near the Tibetan 
Metal and Crafts Institute in Kannyara Road, 
Dharamsala. On Friday sympathisers with the victim 
and up to 300 allies burnt down a wooden building 
belonging to the Crafts Institute and broke windows at 
two hostels of the Lower Tibetan Children's Village 
school, terrorising the occupants but not causing 
personal injuries. 

On Saturday, 23 April, a crowd of about 40 people 
looted two Tibetan shops in McCleod Ganj, a Tibetan- 
dominated village above Dharamsala. After the 
cremation of the student that afternoon another crowd 
of around 20 people gathered in Gangchen Kyishong, 
the administration compound of the exile Tibetan 
Government, where they broke windows, ransacked a 
shop and set fire to a number of vehicles. 

Monks from Nechung Monastery armed with sticks 
dissuaded the crowd from entering their temple, which 
lies within the exile Government's compound, 
apparently without resorting to further violence. 


A small number of local police, already present in the 
area because of a pre-arranged visit to Dharamsala by 
the Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister, watched most of 
the activities without taking action but later staged 
some baton charges. Later police were ordered to set 
up checkposts on the main roads, restricting all 
gatherings to less than five people after an Indian 
curfew law was invoked. 

About 100 people joined a small demonstration on 
Sunday 24th April in the town of Dharamsala calling for 
Tibetans to be expelled from the state, and a number of 
Tibetan houses are said to have been looted. The 
protestors did not receive support from other sectors of 
the Indian community, according to a western resident 
in the town. 

The situation remains tense, and some Tibetans 
accused two local politicians of encouraging unrest and 
of trying to provoke the Tibetans to retaliate. Two 
Indian members of the local provincial assembly, one a 
member of the Hindu nationalist BJP Party and the 
other, a local aristocrat, who was a member of the 
Congress Party, are reported to have made 
"inflammatory" speeches at the demonstration in 
Dharamsala or signed a petition calling for all Tibetans 
to be expelled. 

Dharamsala police announced on Sunday 24 April that 
the situation was calm and under control, according to 
British consular officials in New Delhi, and the exile 
Tibetan Government also described the situation as 
calm. 

The Gaddis are a semi-pastoral hill-tribe indigenous to 
the Dharamsala area, who have traditionally been 
viewed with some disdain by more affluent settler 
communities such as the Tibetan exiles and Punjabis. - 
end - 

Nepal Interns 70 Tibetans 

TIN News Update, 27 May, 1994 

In neighbouring Nepal fears that Tibetans might 
demonstrate to mark the anniversary of the 1951 "17 
Point Agreement" led to a wave of random arrests of 
Tibetans in Kathmandu. 

In a well co-ordinated security operation an estimated 
70 Tibetans were imprisoned for eight hours on the 
anniversary, Monday 23rd May, in police quarters near 
the old Post office in the Nepalese capital, according to 
one detainee interviewed by TIN. 

"We were held from ten in the morning until 6 o'clock 
that evening. We had no food or water and were 
escorted by police even to go to the toilet," said the 
detainee, who had been arrested by police for no 
apparent reason as he was about to collect a visa from 
the Chinese Embassy in Kathmandu. The 70 detainees 
were picked up during the morning, apparently at 
random, from different areas of the Kathmandu valley. 

The one day internment policy appears to have been 
sparked off by Nepal government fears that Tibetans 
would hold a protest in Kathmandu on Monday. But 
Tibetan activists in Nepal insisted that there was never 
any plan to mark the anniversary in Kathmandu. 
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Platoons of up to 30 police were stationed for part of 
the day at Swayambhu, Baudhanath, the Chinese 
Embassy and in a hotel forecourt in Lazimpath, near the 
offices of the Dalai Lama's representative in Nepal, 
according to various sources. The arrests were not 
covered in local newspapers and no police spokesmen 
were available for comment last night. 

The Nepalese Government is under strong pressure 
from the opposition parties and pro-Chinese sectors of 
the press not to upset China by allowing Tibetans to 
criticise Nepal's northern neighbour. 

International Media on Dalai Lama 

A selection of foreign media reports on the Dalai Lama and 
Tibetan exiles, summarised from the BBC Summary of World 
Broadcasts (SWB). 

20 March: An Indian grouping asked China to resume 
unconditional dialogue with the Dalai Lama, Press Trust 
of India (PTI) reported from Delhi. A statement adopted 
at the end of a three-day international parliamentary 
conference on Tibet warned China that the longer it 
delayed dialogue, "the more likely it is that Tibetans will 
insist on complete independence". The conference had 
no official status, but the organisers hoped that with 35 
parliamentarians from 25 countries the Tibet issue 
would be raised in a large number of governments. (23 
March) 

21 March: The Dalai Lama, on a visit to Israel, met with 
Yosi Sarid, minister for the environment, the Voice of 
Israel external service reported on 22 March. Israel "has 
refrained from contact at any official political level ... 
because of her relations with China", the radio said. The 
Tibetan leader was invited by the Israel Nature 
Protection Society. Sarid stressed that the conversation 
had no political significance. (24 March) 

22 March: The Dalai Lama called on Israel and 
Palestinians to lay down their arms. Speaking from a 
mountain summit in Eilat, he said that while the Chinese 
had occupied his country and suppressed his people he 
had no animosity towards them. If Tibet were liberated 
it would become neutral and demilitarised, he declared. 
(24 March) 

29 April: The Dalai Lama arrived in Germany for a three- 
day visit, following a 14-day trip to the US where he 
met President Clinton, DPA of Hamburg reported. He 
was invited by the Friedrich Naumann Foundation, 
which is affiliated to the junior coalition party, the FDP. 
The Tibetan leader met the Bundestag president Rita 
Suessmuth, Education Minister Karl-Hans Laerman and 
President of Liberal International Otto Lambsdorff, DPA 
reported. A Bundestag Tibet group announced the Dalai 
Lama was willing to attend a hearing on Tibet in Bonn in 
September. (2 May) 

30 April: The Dalai Lama said that the 

"particularly friendly" relations between Germany and 
China "should not lead to greater tolerance towards the 
Chinese government", DPA reported. He said Germany 
"had the possibility of influencing Chinese policy" and 
stressed the German public had an extensive awareness 
of Tibet's situation. (2 May) 


30 April: US President Clinton in a meeting with the 
Dalai Lama told him that he supported his offer to meet 
senior Chinese officials for talks, PTI reported from 
India. He also enquired about ways to preserve Tibetan 
religion and culture. (2 May) 

7 May: The Dalai Lama said he had impressed upon 
President Clinton that his stand (on MFN) should not 
cause a setback to forces for democracy in China, PTI 
reported from New Delhi. The exiled leader said he had 
succeeded in projecting the cause of Tibet at 
international level, added that world opinion should be 
mobilised to persuade China to negotiate, and if nothing 
concrete emerged he would consider holding a 
referendum of Tibetans in exile to mark out a future 
course of action. (10 May) 

16 May: Samdhong Rinpoche, speaker of the Tibet 
parliament in exile, appealed to the German government 
to mediate in the Tibet issue, according to the DPA 
news agency. He noted that Chinese premier Li Peng 
was due to arrive in Bonn on 4 July for an official visit, 
and spoke of "steadily deteriorating human rights" and 
"cultural genocide". Samdhong and his nine-member 
delegation had concluded their three-week trip to 
Germany at the invitation of the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation, but did not meet members of the German 
government. (18 May) 

18 May: The Dalai Lama, in Moscow at the invitation of 
the Russian Academy of Sciences, Russian parliament 
members and International Foundation for the Survival 
and Development of Humanity, said that the Chinese 
statement warning officials not to meet him was "in 
effect a reiteration of the known stance of the Chinese 
leadership, first formulated by Deng Xiaoping way back 
in the late ’70s", ITAR-TASS reported. (21 May) 

19 May: The Dalai Lama, speaking in Moscow, declared 
that Russia had a moral obligation to help resolve the 
Tibet issue and bring China to the negotiating table, PTI 
reported from New Delhi. Traditionally, Tibet had 
contacts with Russia. There was a strong Buddhist 
community. The exiled leader, who avoided 
controversial political statements, said that his approach 
over the past 14 years had been the "middle way". RIA 
news agency, Moscow, reported that the Dalai Lama 
said in reply to a question that he couldn't rule out the 
possibility of a nuclear dump in Tibet but had no proof 
that one existed. (21 May) 

20 May: The Dalai Lama, speaking during his visit to 
Moscow in an interview with ITAR-TASS, said he 
would "find ways and channels to hold a referendum on 
the future of Tibet". He said that the population would 
be given several alternatives. One is the Middle Way, 
which does not demand the complete separation of 
Tibet from China. The Tibetan leader supports this 
solution, but many young Tibetans insist on complete 
independence. He stressed his readiness to hold talks 
with Beijing on the "one country-two systems" 
principle, already put forward to Hong Kong and 
Taiwan. (23 May) 

21 May: The Dalai Lama flew back to India today, 
ITAR-TASS reported. During his time in Russia he met 
Russian parliamentarians, Moscow officials and public 
figures, and took part in a seminar on global security 
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and conflict settlement. He also attended an 
international prayer for peace attended by Orthodox, 
Islamic, Judaic and Buddhist clergy. (26 May) 

23 May: About 1,000 Tibetans protested in Delhi 
against the destruction of Tibet's cultural heritage by 
massive Chinese immigration into the territory. The 
gathering was addressed by Tsewang Phuntso, who 
said the protest was intended to pressure the Chinese 
to abandon "ethnic cleansing". (24 May) 

2 June: The Dalai Lama has abandoned the idea of 
shifting his base from Dharamsala, a Tibetan press 
statement said. The exiled leader held meetings with 
various delegations and with the Chief Minister of 
Himachal Pradesh, Virbhadra Singh. He was given 
assurances that the local people would like him and the 
Tibetans to stay. This followed an episode in which a 
local was allegedly murdered by a Tibetan in 
Dharamsala. (4 June) 

Chinese Media on International 
Developments 

A selection of Chinese media responses to international 
activities relating to Tibet, including China's position on 
negotiations with the Dalai Lama, taken from the BBC 
Summary of World Broadcasts (SWB). 

19 March: "People in Tibet have gained a wide range of 
unprecedented human rights", the Ta Kung Pao, a left- 
wing Hong Kong paper, asserted. The paper's editorial 
followed a press conference given by Tibet deputies to 
the National People's Congress in Beijing. The paper 
accused an unspecified western organisation of 
fabricating a report that over 100 Tibetans had been 
arrested. Only three had been tried at that time, it 
claimed, of whom two had "directly undermined state 
security" and one was immediately released. 

The paper declared that at the meeting of the UN 
Human Rights Committee in February, a "representative 
of a non-governmental organisation" attacked the 
human rights situation. Warren Christopher's list of 105 
jailed dissidents was also fabricated, it claimed. "Raidi 
told reporters that many people on the list do not even 
exist. Some of them are living in their own homes". 

"Why are certain western countries and organisations 
always trying to attack human rights in Tibet, 
regardless of the facts?" the paper asked. "Why have 
they paid special attention to a handful of splittists? ... 
They are making use of human rights in an attempt to 
support 'Tibetan independence"’, the paper asserted. 
(21 March) 

28 April: Beijing still hopes the Dalai Lama will give up 
his idea of "Tibetan independence" and return to China, 
a spokesman for the United Front Work Department of 
the CCP said, according to Xinhua. In 1979 Deng 
Xiaoping told a private representative of the Dalai Lama 
that the criterion to judge what is right and wrong is 
that Tibet is part of China. Li Peng repeated this on 19 
May 1991. 

Negotiations could be held on any question except 
"Tibetan independence", the spokesman said. Tibetan 
affairs were China's internal affairs, and any attempt to 
internationalise the Tibet issue would be opposed 


resolutely by the Chinese people, he added. The Dalai 
Lama's "so-called 'concessions'" were just an 
adjustment in tactics. 

The Dalai Lama's representatives had been welcomed 
and he himself invited to attend the Panchen Lama's 
funeral. But he had turned down this invitation, 
suspended contacts with Beijing and only in 1992 and 
1993 had they resumed. Now the Dalai Lama's side 
had publicised the contacts, breaking the agreement 
with China. 

The contacts have produced no results, the spokesman 
said, because the Dalai Lama's side "has not reached a 
common understanding with us on the fundamental 
issue that 'Tibet is an inseparable part of China"'. They 
called Beijing's fundamental principles "preconditions 
and obstacles to negotiation". 

"When condition are ripe, success will come", the 
spokesman commented, adding "After all, the Dalai 
Lama is a Chinese citizen ... We hope (he) ... will go 
with the tide of historical development and make a 
correct choice". (30 April) 

10 May: A Chinese foreign ministry spokesman said 
"The so-called referendum suggested by the Dalai Lama 
is yet another trick for his splitting activities", AFP 
reported from Hong Kong. "The question of holding a 
referendum on the future of Tibet does not exist", the 
spokesman added. The Tibetan exiled leader had stated 
he might hold a referendum on Tibet's future if Beijing 
ignores his moderate approach. (14 May) 

China's spokesman added that as long as the Dalai 
Lama recognises Tibet as an inalienable part of China ... 
the central government is ready to negotiate at any 
time. "Any issue except 'Tibet independence' is 
negotiable". (19 May) 

19 May: A foreign ministry spokesman said he had not 
heard of any incident where protests had occurred in 
Lhasa and some foreigners had their passports 
confiscated or were expelled from Tibet, according to 
China News Agency. "There will not be any problems 
for foreingers in China as long as they obey Chinese 
law", he said. "Some people are deeply prejudiced 
against China, ... and start rumours to confuse people." 
(21 May. Note: TIN also has no records of protests in 
Lhasa in this period.) 

20 May: The Chinese embassy in Russia expressed 
concern over the visit of the Dalai Lama to Moscow, 
ITAR-TASS reported. "The Chinese side hopes that the 
Russian government will abide by the principles 
regarding the Dalai Lama, a spokesman said. He also 
warned against the exiled leader holding meetings with 
Russian officials. "This may result in complications", he 
noted. (21 May) 

India 

22 March: A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman 
"seriously condemned" the all-party Indian forum for 
Tibet, which had "openly trumpeted for ' liberation of 
Tibet’", Xinhua reported. This was an anti-China act 
and gross interference in China's internal affairs, the 
spokesman said, and he obliquely criticised the Indian 
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government for not forestalling "such anti-China 
political activities". (23 March) 

Nepal 

27 April: Basang [Pasang], deputy secretary of the TAR 
party committee and vice chairman of the TAR 
committee of the CPPCC, "cordially" met visiting 
Nepalese senator ?Bandi in Lhasa, Tibet Daily reported 
on 28 April. Increasing contacts had strengthened 
friendship, he said, and trade and economic cooperation 
had grown. Senator ?Bandi endorsed this. (11 May) 

US 

28 April: The US should keep to its commitment on 
Tibet and refrain from doing anything to harm Sino-US 
relations, Wu Jianmin said at a news briefing. Wu made 
the statement when asked to comment on reports of 
President Clinton's meeting with the Dalai Lama. For 
any official of any country to meet the Dalai Lama 
constitutes support of the exiled leader's separatist 
activities, is interference in China's internal affairs, and 
would be met with resolute opposition from the Chinese 
people, he added. (29 April) 

30 April: President Clinton and Vice-president Gore met 
the Dalai Lama on 28 April and allegedly discussed 
Tibet's religious and cultural rights, the Hong Kong Ta 
Kung Pao reported. The US government is linking trade 
and politics, treating Tibet's situation as a condition for 
extending China's MFN status, and wanted to link the 
cases of Wei Jingsheng and Han Dongfang also to MFN, 
it warned. Britain's Foreign Affairs Committee recently 
attacked the human rights situation in Tibet - was this 
why the Dalai Lama rushed to see Clinton, the Ta Kung 
Pao asked. 

Tibet has embarked on a "broad and bright road of 
freedom, happiness and modernisation", the Ta Kung 
Pao said. "In recent years Tibet has spent yuan 200 m 
to repair monasteries. At present Tibet has more than 
1,400 monasteries ... The state has invested more than 
yuan 1.1 bn in education". But the Dalai Lama has lied 
to Clinton about Tibet. The US has given up its 
commitment to regard Tibet as part of China. However 
US businessmen are demanding renewal of MFN. (2 
May) 


5 May: China denounced US plans to set up an 
information office in Tibet for discussing human rights 
and promoting trade as stipulated in an act passed by 
Congress on 28 April, AFP reported. Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Wu Jianmin criticised the act for naming 
Tibet as a country, and demanded the US accept that 
Tibet is part of China. (6 May) 

5 May: Tian Zengpei, Chinese vice-minister of foreign 
affairs, summoned US ambassador Stapleton Roy and 
lodged a strong protest against the US Foreign Relations 
Authorisation Act, Xinhua reported. Tian attacked US 
policy on Taiwan, and then asserted that Tibet had 
always been an inseparable part of China, and no 
country in the world, including the US, recognises Tibet 
as an independent country. But the Act openly refers to 
Tibet as a country, alleging that Tibet is an "occupied 
sovereign country", and "its true representatives are the 
Dalai Lama and the Tibetan government in exile". (Note: 
Xinhua's English version continues the last sentence 
and adds the following: "and even asks the United 
States Information Agency to establish an 'office' in 
Lhasa for the development of education and cultural 
exchanges with the 'people of Tibet’". This sentence is 
absent from the domestic version). The US Radio Free 
Asia aims at regional destabilisaton, he said. (7 May) 

5 May: At a press conference, Wu Jianmin, foreign 
ministry spokesman, categorically ruled out setting up 
an information service, as proposed by the US 
congress, the China News Service reported. (7 May) 

17 May: On 16 May a US State Department spokesman 
stated that it was the US’s long-standing policy that 
Tibet is part of China, Xinhua reported. Neither the US, 
nor any other country, regards Tibet as a sovereign 
nation, he said. The US does not recognise a Tibetan 
government in exile, he added. A Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman expressed appreciation for the US 
statement, Xinhua reported. China's spokesman added 
that as long as the Dalai Lama recognises Tibet as an 
inalienable part of China ... the central government is 
ready to negotiate at any time. "Any issue except 'Tibet 
independence' is negotiable". (19 May) 


end 
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